
Super Cup 12
th
 July 2009 

What more could one wish for on a regatta day, a fair wind, sunshine and a healthy entry of 17 

boats. 

There was a brooding presence in the boat park, Graham Darvill’s black Wayfarer which looked as 

though it had just come from a pirates’ lair. After inspection it was found to be devoid of guns and 

was allowed to race! 

The first race got away after a general recall with the Merlin Rocket of Dave Weatherhead and Alan 

Gibbs powering away into the distance. 

The results on corrected time were the Merlin’ followed by Greg Hart with Catherine Turner 

(Enterprise) and Tom French (Laser). 

The second race was held back-to-back with the-now-expected result of the Merlin leading both on 

the water and on corrected time. However Tom in the Laser was second on corrected time (by 1 

second) and the Enterprise was not Greg and Catherine, but Colin Gent and Jane Cadd. 

After a coffee break the third race saw a gear change for Graham Darvill, gone was the piratical-

looking Wayfarer; replaced by his RS 400. 

It was spinnakers drawn between the Merlin and the RS (and there were some good spinnaker legs). 

The RS managed to get past the Merlin and took line honours. 

However on corrected time it was another Merlin victory followed by a rejuvenated Greg and 

Catherine with Tom in third and Graham in fourth’. 

The fourth race was run in somewhat stronger winds to the delight of the spectators; spills, thrills 

and capsizes abounded (names have been withheld to spare their blushes), but the major contenders 

continued to sail like clockwork! Guess who was first? The boat class begins with ‘M’. 
Second was Greg and third was Tom. 

Lunchtime gave an opportunity to reflect and study the scoreboard: Dave and Alan in the Merlin 

were in an unassailable lead, but Tom and Greg were on equal points, so their overall placings were 

dependent on the final race. 

As ever, the Merlin led the pack, but Tom hung on to its coat tails and was rewarded with a win on 

corrected time followed by Greg and then the Merlin. 

The final results were: 1
st
 Dave Weatherhead and Alan Gibbs, Merlin Rocket; 2

nd
 Tom French 

Laser; 3
rd

 Greg Hart and Catherine Turner. 4
th

 was Chris Parker, Solo with a 4
th

 and two 5
ths

, which 

shows that consistency has its rewards. 

Thanks to the galley ‘Angels’ for providing such a splendid bill of fare, tasted good but did me 

good; to the race officers who set courses to suit the prevailing (rather than the forecast wind), to 

the rescue crew who helped those in distress, or hovered around giving moral support to those who 

did not need help.  



 
   Position, Race     

 Class Sail No 1 2 3 4 5 Total Discards Net Posn 

Dave  Weatherhead MR 3608 1 1 1 1 3 7 4 3 1 

Thomas French LS 175469 3 2 3 2 1 11 6 5 2 

Greg  Hart  EN 22569 2 5 2 3 2 14 8 6 3 

Chris  Parker SO 4757 4 8 5 16 5 38 24 14 4 

Mark  Fielding LS 173325 5 7 8 4 7 31 15 16 5 

Graham Darvill Wayfarer/RS400 9 10 4 6 16 45 26 19 6 

Stewart French AL 6441 10 12 6 11 4 43 23 20 7 

Alan Darvill SO 4908 8 9 7 5 9 38 18 20 8 

Colin Gent EN 22543 11 3 9 8 12 43 21 22 9 

Mark  Turner AL 7426 13 11 16 7 6 53 29 24 10 

Dave  Kinnerley LS 142969 6 4 16 16 16 58 32 26 11 

Rodney Steel LS 155839 16 16 10 9 8 59 32 27 12 

Harold  Grenfell  LS 179601 7 6 16 16 16 61 32 29 13 

Andy Chaplin LS 165621 12 13 14 10 10 59 27 32 14 

John O'Dowd SO 4200 16 16 16 16 16 80 32 48 15 

Martin Hext LEA 428 16 16 16 16 16 80 32 48 15 

Tim Pritchard Jones WY  8099 16 16 16 16 16 80 32 48 15 

 


