Author — David Walford - Solo Class Captain
Broadwater Sailing Club Solo Open 2009

The annual season opener for both the Southern and Eastern Solo Series took place on
15™ March at Broadwater SC. The 31 entrants were greeted by what seemed to be the
first day of Spring — sun and a light breeze from the north west.

Racel

After a clean start, the early lead was closely contested between Vince Horey 4960 /
Steve Ede 4774 / Chris Brown 4983 and Steve Jones 474 1. Thereafter the lead changed
on a regular basis until Chris Brown broke away on the second lap to take line honours.
Steve Ede finished second followed by Vince Horey and Godfrey Clark 4120.

Race 2

As the wind was forecast to drop in the afternoon the second race was held before lunch.
Chris Brown led from start to finish winning the Solo Open outright. At the end of a long
first lap as the wind had dropped he was closely followed by James Mead 4658 and
Vince Horey. The wind speed then increased to the benefit of those helms who were able
to catch up the leading pack and Jon Clarke 4712 finished second followed by Steve Ede
and Ian Barnett 4803.

Race 3

After a superb Broadwater lunch the fleet took to the water for their final race of the day.
The wind direction had become more variable and it was proving difficult to set a good
start line. The race finally got underway after one general recall and the threat of the
dreaded ‘Black Flag’. Our Solo President Mike Ball 4714 took a port flyer and led with
ease after the first lap. During the race the wind strengthened which again benefitted the
chasing pack of six boats. At the finish Steve Ede took line honours followed by Jon
Clarke, Mike Ball and Chris Brown.

Chris Brown had done enough in the first two races to win the event / Chessboard Trophy
in its 41" year.

Despite the light winds conditions, most entrants enjoyed their day’s sailing at this
friendly, traditional sailing club in the Spring sunshine.

Results :
1" Chris Brown RYA 4983
2" Steve Ede  Ardleigh SC 4774
31 Jon Clarke = Draycote Water SC = 4712
4' Vince Horey King George SC 4960

=

Leading Broadwater Solo :

9" David Walford 4722



