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EDITORIAL 
 
Welcome to the May Broadreach, thanks to Richard Linsdale we now seem to 
have sorted out our earlier printing problems. 
 
Preparation for the 12 Hour Charity Race has started earlier this year, please 
do all you can to help us improve on the 2006 figure of £5000 raised for the 
Michael Sobell House, a very worthwhile cause. 
  
I have selected a few photographs from the many submitted.  More can be 
found on the Club’s website www.broadwatersc.org.uk go to ‘Gallery’ and then 
click on the appropriate section. 
 
Many thanks to all who have contributed articles and photos for this particular 
issue. 
Don Kyle (Editor) 
E-mail: BroadreachEditor@broadwatersc.org.uk 
 
Cover: Solo Open 11th March 2007 Photo: Catherine Turner 
 

COMMODORES GYBES 
 
Dear Members, 
 
It is now Spring, the weather has warmed up and with the lighter evenings 
there are even more opportunities for a potter around the lake in our beloved 
boats. 
 
In February the Herts. and Middlesex Wildlife Trust employed contractors to 
remove the vegetation from the islands.  Although they now look rather stark, 
it will not take long for the green shoots to grow.  Whilst they may be less 
visually attractive, there has been a noticeable reduction in the wind shadows. 
 
Joe, Gill and I have had a good look at the boat berths, and you should soon 
be receiving a letter if yours is one of the boats that we would like to move.  
Those boats affected are longer boats in small berths and vice versa.  The 
longer boats are in danger of being damaged, as they protrude from their 
spaces.  
 
You will have noticed from the Junior Sailing flyer enclosed with your recent 
membership renewal forms, that we have introduced preparation for RYA cer-
tificates alongside our regular Saturday afternoon activities.  In the coming 
months we will also be running some Start Racing sessions, so if you have 
always fancied giving it a go, but never quite got round to it, now is your 



chance, whatever your age. 
 
On the social front we have a couple of Barbecues coming up, Bank Holiday 
Monday 7th May at mid-day (bring your own food to cook) and then another on 
Sunday 3rd June, during the Club Open Day, a chance for members of the 
public to come along and join us (food provided for a small fee). 
There is a club BBQ available for use by all members, all that we ask is that 
you leave the equipment clean and in a condition in which you would hope to 
find it. 
 
Elsewhere in this edition you will find articles about the Chichester Cruise 
(24th June) the South and East Coast Rallies, and the 12 Hour Charity Event 
(8th September). If you have never gone on any of these, do give them a go, 
we look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Before I sign off, there is just space to remind you that a lawnmower will be 
left in the fuel locker (combination lock) for members to use, so that your 
berths can be neatly maintained.  As with all things mechanical, they are li-
able to breakdown, if you do encounter any problems, please leave a note in 
the clubhouse, or drop me an e-mail and we will sort them out asap. 
 
Hoping that you all have a great sailing season,  
 
Catherine Turner 
 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
 
Here we are at that time of year again, the Membership Secretary loses even 
more of his precious hair chasing the poor Members for their hard earned 
cash.  As you will know we introduced a prompt payment discount this year.  
The aim is to encourage those (few) of you, who have in the past stubbornly 
held onto your cash, even as the leaves gathered in the Autumn gloom, to 
change your ways.  As I write, it is a bit early to say what impact this has had, 
but I will certainly report back to you on the subject in a future edition. 

I am pleased to introduce some new Members and as always I am sure that 
they will receive a warm welcome to our Club. 
 
Martin Harris and Graham Woods joined a few months back and sail a Spice. 
They are mid week Sailors but we hope that they can find the odd Sunday to 
race. 
 
Vanessa Weedon Jones sails a Phantom and a Contender, not at the same 
time though! 
  



Jim King is a new Solo Sailor whose previous sailing was done in the Middle 
East.  Never mind Jim, the weather is warming up for your first Broadwater 
swim. 
 
Peter Sansun is a large boat sailor, who had an interesting induction to Broad-
water under the tutelage of John Finnemore, capsizing on his maiden voyage. 
 
David Clark rescued an Albacore somehow dropped by the RAF!  David has 
done an excellent restoration job on it. 
 
Jerome Scott is a New Zealander (hope I got that right Jerome!).  He has just 
bought a Merlin Rocket. 
 
Ted Kinsey sails a Wayfarer and has joined us from a neighbouring Club,  
 
I hope that you will all enjoy sailing at Broadwater.  
 
Unfortunately, I need to climb onto my soapbox again; we are getting a spate 
of broken mowers.  Please try to keep the berths tidy, and remember that the 
mowers are expensive and easily broken.  Regular upkeep of berths means 
less wear and tear on the Mowers/Strimmers, it’s the jungle clearing that de-
stroys them. 
 
I have had several irritated Members approach me lately because they have 
found other Members’ boats “dumped” on their berths.  If a berth has been 
empty for a while it does not automatically mean that it is not allocated to 
someone.  Please always tell me if you are interested in moving and make the 
request official. It is very difficult to maintain a register of the Boat Park so 
your co-operation here is essential. 
 
As I think we mentioned previously, we are looking to re-arrange the Boat 
Park in the next few months.  We would like to tidy up the numbering system 
and get rid of some of the anomalies that have grown as the Club expanded 
over the years.  There will be full consultation before anything is decided on 
berth changes. 
 
Membership Secretary         24.04.2007 
E-mail: MembershipSecretary@broadwatersc.org.uk 
 

COMBINATION NUMBER CHANGE 
 
The combination number will be changed on  3rd June, all members who 
have paid their subs will find the new number on the sticker attached to this 
Broadreach 



12 HOUR CHARITY FUNDRAISING EVENT IN AID OF 
MICHAEL SOBELL HOUSE 

SATURDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER 2007 MID-DAY TO MID-NIGHT 

WE NEED YOUR HELP & PARTICIPATION 
 
This has now become a regular event in the club calendar.  The object this 
year is once again to have fun and raise as much money as possible. We 
would like to improve on the £5000 that we raised in 2006.  To this end a 
sponsorship form is included with this issue of Broadreach, if every member 
could raise just £20 we would be well on course to meeting our target. I’m 
sure that you could do this within your own individual families. better still if you 
were to get your friends involved, we could even be on our way to raising 
£10,000.  Sponsorship can be either per lap sailed or simply a fixed sum. 
 
We need as many Broadwater Members involved in this event as possible in 
order to make it a success.  Please enter a team, even if you don’t sail for the 
full 12 hours or sponsor an entry to raise money. 
 
The recommended team sizes are: 

- Single-handed dinghies Min 2 people Max 4, 
- Crewed boats Min 4 people Max 8. 

- Junior entries as many as they wish. 



If you have more in your team than recommended, consider encouraging 
them to put another dinghy on the water. 
 
There will be a prize for the team raising the greatest amount of money, one 
for the winning boat and also prizes for the junior entries. 
 
Food and refreshments will be available throughout the day together with 
some off the water activities.  
 
If you don’t feel that you are able to sail please consider volunteering to help 
on the day, if you can give just a few hours it would be a great help.  
 
The organising group members are: 
 
Name                                            Responsible for             
 
Alan Darvill                                  Overall Organisation       
Don Kyle                                      Overall Organisation       
Keith Rookledge                          Advertising  
                                                     & Sponsorship                
John Smith                                  Race Officer                    
Catherine Turner                         Safety Boats                    
Dave Walford                               Race Committee Rep      
Anne Darvill                                 Catering                           

 
If you wish to volunteer or need more information please contact any of the 
above. 

BROADWATER SAILING CLUB & MICHAEL SOBELL HOUSE 
 
Michael Sobell House is the hospice and specialist palliative care centre 
based at Mount Vernon Hospital, Northwood, Middlesex. The staff at MSH 
aim to ensure that all patients who are facing life limiting diseases, their family 
and carers, should receive the best possible care to enhance their quality of 
life. Their motto is “Sharing the Caring” which is the title of their leaflets on dis-
play at the Sailing Club today. 
 
2007 marks the 30th anniversary of the hospice accepting its first patient in 
1977. Over the years the Registered Charity The Friends of Michael Sobell 
House has made considerable investments to enable Michael Sobell House to 
become a leading specialist palliative care centre that has benefited thou-
sands of patients and their families. Today the Friends fund a very wide range 
of activities. These include a significant contribution to the cost of running the 
In-patient unit (33%) and full funding of the Palliative Care Education Service; 



Outreach at home; Day Care; Counselling; Research; a range of Complemen-
tary Therapy services and a Volunteer Manager co-ordinating over 300 volun-
teers. 
 
The support of Broadwater Sailing Club is highly valued by the Friends, help-
ing towards the target funds needed, now totalling in excess of £1 million per 
annum to continue patient care. We received in excess of £2,000 and £5,000 
following the 12 hour Charity races held at the Club in 2005 and 2006 respec-
tively and wish all the participants every success in this year’s event to be 
held on Saturday 8th September.   
 
For further details about Michael Sobell House please contact a member of 
the Michael Sobell House Fundraising team. 
 

BROADWATER SAILING CLUB - OFFSHORE SAILING 
 
Broadwater Lake is a fair way from the sea, so why do some members take to 
sailing on water that rises and falls with the phases of the moon? The fact is 
that big boats bring a new dimension to the sailing experience, which many 
find challenging, rewarding and very enjoyable. 
 
For most members the nearest sea sailing area is on the east coast, which 
can be reached by car in about 1½ hours. The popular south coast around the  

Harwich Harbour looking like the Med ! 



Solent is a slightly longer journey, but a good area for off-season sailing.   
 
Many Club members were introduced to yacht cruising through the enthusi-
asm and encouragement of Club Commodores Brian Chidwick and Brian 
Deacon. They regularly invited people to join charter boat crews to find out if 
yachting had an appeal for them. The off-season cost for a weekend sailing is 
not expensive and an excellent way to ‘test the water’. 
 
Over time the Club’s late autumn Solent weekend rally became an estab-
lished and popular event, which at times involved half a dozen or so yachts. 
More recently, an east coast rally also has featured in the sailing calendar. 
The rallies are sometimes arranged at relatively short notice, but details are 
posted in the Clubhouse and those interested should keep an eye on the no-
tice boards.  
 
Charter experience became for some a step into boat ownership, either as 
individuals or members of syndicates. This provides another avenue through 
which Club members can try offshore sailing. Throughout the season, most 
yacht owners are only too pleased to have experienced or novice crews join 
them on day sails or short trips. 
 
To encourage members to make contact an offshore crewing list will be 
placed on the notice board. This will enable people to add their names and 
contact details, either as crew available or crew wanted.  
 
If you haven’t experienced yachting, why not give it a try ? 

Something you’ll not see on Broadwater Lake ! 



BROADWATER SAILING CLUB SOLO OPEN  
11 MARCH 2007  
 
The annual season opener for both the Southern and Eastern Solo Series 
took place on 11th March at Broadwater SC. The 33 entrants were greeted by 
bright sunshine and a steady south westerly force 4-5, an ideal direction for 
the lake.   
 
Race 1  
After a clean start and long beat to the windward mark the early leaders in 
Race 1 were Chris Brown / Will Loy / Tony Cooper & Steve Ede. These posi-
tions remained unchanged until lap 4 when Mike Hobin joined the leading 
pack. At the finish this race was won by Ede followed closely by Cooper / 
Brown & Hobin.   
 
Race 2  
For Race 2 there was a course change whereby after the long beat the fleet 
returned to the leeward mark via 4 exciting reaches in on and off planing con-
ditions. The fleet had another clean start and those from the pin end of the 
line initially led the race - Mike Ball closely followed by Loy / Brown and Simon 
Jones, sailing a new boat unwrapped earlier. This leading pack remained un-
changed and at the finish the race was won by Loy followed by Brown Ball & 
Jones.   
 
Race 3 
All to race for with 4 potential winners from Races 1 & 2. After the first beat 
familiar names were in the leading pack – Brown / Ede / Jones & Loy. As the 
race progressed the positions changed and Cooper replaced Loy after an in-
voluntary capsize.  At the finish line the race was won by Brown followed by 
Cooper / Ede & Jones. 
 
After an exciting day’s racing the winner of this event was Chris Brown from 
the RYA 
Results :  
1st Chris Brown RYA – 4727                                                                                             
2nd Steve Ede Ardleigh SC – 4528                                                                                                 
3rd Tony Cooper King George SC – 4698                                                                                  
4th Will Loy Reading SC – 3847                                                                                          
5th Simon Jones Teign Corinthian SC – 4757 
Leading Broadwater Solo – Richard Linsdale – 4222 in 20th place 

From the Broadwater perspective, what a great day, and my sincere thanks 
go to Colin / Pam & Greg who set the excellent courses and organized the 
racing. It was definitely interesting being able to sail so close to the various 
islands following their recent ‘Haircut’. 



Also thanks to the catering crew and also the rescue team who were kept 
busy throughout the day.  

Finally to reciprocate the various visitors to Broadwater from a number of 
clubs nearby I will myself take part in various Open Meetings during the sea-
son. If anyone would like to join me on the circuit then please let me know and 
perhaps we could travel together.   

David Walford  - Solo Class Captain 

The Fleet Gets Away 

Dave Walford Hikes Out 



Catherine presents the 
Catering Team with 

their Awards 
 

From left to right: 
Janie Linsdale 
Dave Walford 
Siobhan Ladyman 
Catherine Turner 
Gill Kyle 
Charlotte Walford 
Margaret Banger 

 
 

Nothing Like a Happy 
Race Officials’ Team 
Pam relaxes whilst 
Colin  and Greg Look 
on 

An Enterprising Neil 
takes a Solo Sail 



 Broadwater Solo Open Results – 11th March 2007 
 
1st         4727      Chris Brown                                 RYA 
2nd        4528      Steve Ede                                    Ardleigh 
3rd        4698      Tony Cooper                                King George 
4th         3847      Will Loy                                        Reading 
5th         4757      Simon Jones                                Teign Corinthian 
6th         4714      Mike Ball                                      Papercourt 
7th         4730      Vince Horey                                 King George 
8th         4649      Mike Hobin                                  Oxford 
9th         4571      Mark Maskell                               Fishers Green 
10th       4422      Steve Jones                                 Littleton 
11th       4511      Andrew McGaw                           King George 
12th       4620      Vanda Young                               Littleton 
13th       4735      Daniel Goodman                         Kingsmead 
14th       4120      Godfrey Clark                              Fishers Green 
15th       4660      Keith Smith                                  King George 
16th       4679      Dave Sanders                              Papercourt 
17th       4744      Hilary Gallo                                  North Herts & East Beds 
18th       4283      Jon Jowett                                   Littleton 
19th       4291      Mike Clarke                                 North Herts & East Beds 
20th       4222      Richard Linsdale                          Broadwater 
21st       4722      David Walford                              Broadwater 
22nd      3899      Graham Darvill                            Broadwater 
23rd      4048      Arthur Phillips                              Island Barn 
24th       4221      Neil Parsloe                                 Broadwater 
25th       982        Andrew Gregory                          RYA 
26th       4013      Nick Jones                                   Stewartby 
27th       4533      Mike Parker                                 Broadwater 
28th       4215      Claire Clark                                  Fishers Green 
29th       4389      Martin Allen                                 Bewl Valley 
30th       4110      Richard Charles                           B A Silver Wing 
31st       3597      Don Buckle                                  Bewl Valley 
32nd      3410      Paul Haywood                             Broadwater 
33rd      3936      Geoff Walford                              Broadwater 

And Finally 
 
Dave Banger &  
Chris Brooks 
 
Did you see where 
they went? 
 
 



THE ENTERPRISE OPEN 1ST APRIL 
 
This was a joint event for the Enterprise Eastern and South East Areas.  The 
day dawned with a very strong easterly wind which, for those who know 
Broadwater will appreciate, creates very gusty and shifting conditions as the 
wind comes over the hill on the canal side of the lake.  So it was a day for the 
April fools or the brave to go sailing.  
 
Visitors from near and far, Datchet, Rugby and Melton Mowbray, gathered to 
sail in these challenging conditions against Broadwater's finest! 
 
Race officers Dave Walford and Travis Benton set excellent courses (were 
they in the book? - I suspect not!) and were assisted by the busy safety boat 
teams, including Dave Banger, John Finnemore, Paul Haywood and Don 
Kyle. 
 
The galley slave team of Gill, Margaret and Charlotte provided a great 2 
course lunch of sausage casserole followed by apple pie, custard and ice 
cream or any combination of these.  Broadwater is still the only club with wait-
ress service at open meetings! 
 
As we (Neil and Shiv) were racing I can only offer a view from our boat: 
We started all 3 races well and sailed good solid first beats to get to the wind-
ward mark first.  And that's when the trouble started in the 1st and 3rd races. 
 
In the first race we managed to capsize while planing down the lake on the 3rd 
leg of the race with a good lead.  We righted the boat fairly quickly and got go-
ing again in the middle of the fleet.  Then Shiv slipped while opening the self-
bailers and dived out of the boat.  It's not often that you get to practice MOB in 
the middle of a race.  By the time I had recovered my soggy crew we were 
well and truly last.  I was relieved to learn that Shiv's rapid departure was not 
due to something I had said. 
 
Up front I think Greg and Pam Hart, Martin and Laurence, and Dave and 
Maggie Beaney all had time at the front chased hard by Dave Simmonds and 
Pat.  After Martin and Laurence had gear failure the finishing order was 1st 
Dave and Maggie, 2nd Greg and Pam and 3rd Dave Simmonds and Pat. 
 
In the second race after a good start Martin and Laurence Davies, who go 
very well in strong winds, overtook us.  Unfortunately after a lap they capsized 
at the gybe mark as they were hit by a Broadwater special gust in the middle 
of the gybe, putting us back in the lead.  David and Maggie Beaney had been 
slowly closing the gap on us throughout the race and on the last but one beat, 
while we were tacking on the shifts up the middle of the beat, David sailed off 
to the right hand side and came steaming into the mark ahead of us.  I said 
something derived from Anglo-Saxon, under my breath of course.  We chased 



him hard for the rest of the race but he's a very good sailor and, like Greg, 
once in front very hard to get past. 
 
The finishing order was 1st Dave and Maggie, 2nd Neil and Shiv, 3rd Martin 
and Laurence. 
 
So while Dave and Maggie retired to the bar with two 1st places the rest of us 
resumed battle, with each other and the conditions. 
 
For the third race we had a change of course, starting at the far end of the 
lake and beating across to No 4.  We arrived at the first mark on port at the 
same time as Martin and Laurence arrived on starboard, we tacked below 
them and squeezed round the mark.  M&L then headed off for No 3 and we 
headed back to No 5.  After shouting at M&L that they were going the wrong 
way, we found Greg and Pam rounding the mark the opposite (and correct) 
way to the way the two of us had done.  This let G&P in to the lead and as 
they sailed away we unwound ourselves round the mark amongst the rest of 
the fleet causing some confusion.  The confusion was not over yet!  We man-
aged to catch and pass G&P when they got caught in a hole in the wind while 
leading, only to lead the whole fleet the wrong way round No 1.  This caused 
more confusion and it was only Emma Turner who realised the error and 
rounded No 10 correctly.  We sailed another lap and then retired after Dave 
Walford as Race officer pointed out our mistake. 
 
At the finishing line:  1st Dave and Pat, 2nd Emma and Brian, 3rd Greg and 
Pam 
 
Emma having "borrowed" her Mum’s Enterprise, persuaded Brian Deacon to 
crew for her.  I've never seen an Enterprise crew look so scared as he tried to 
get the jib stick out with the boat planing and starting to nose dive while head-
ing straight for another Enterprise.  If you look at the picture of Emma and 
Brian receiving their prizes, at the end of the article, you can see the effect the 
day’s sailing has had on him. 
 
Joking apart, well done to Emma and Brian for coming 5th overall with a 2nd in 
the last race. 
 
Comments from Other Entrants 
  
From David Simmonds (one of our visitors): 

I can mainly remember specifics about the 3rd race. 
We were lined up for a perfect start, stopped at the starboard end off the 
line with 10 seconds to go. Just as we pulled in the sails to accelerate 
across the line, there was a large wind shift that left us sitting in irons 
watching the rest of the fleet go past.  Having been looking at a very good 



start, we were last away.  On the 1st lap we clawed our way back to 7th 
and were fighting for 6th at the infamous No 1 mark near the jetty.  We fol-
lowed the boat ahead of us the wrong way round the mark and ran down 
to the next mark.  As we were nearing mark 9, we noticed that the boat 
that was 8th going round the mark the other way round, checked the 
course card and realised where we’d gone wrong, so then went back to 
the mark to re-round.  This put us back in 8th position again.  Most of the 
fleet had gone round the mark the wrong way so we managed to overtake 
the boat in front and finished 1st. 

 
From Martin and Laurence Davies (another of our visitors): 

I remember we didn't have one of our better days.  We had to retire from 
the first race with gear failure.  Over lunch there was talk that the wind had 
moderated - I think someone was not telling the complete truth.  We cap-
sized while leading the 2nd race.  We were hit by a wall of wind while gy-
bing at the far end of the lake, but recovered to get back to 3rd place.  In 
the last race, after going round the first mark the wrong way, then sailing 
off in the wrong direction and later following most boats the wrong way 
round No 1, we decided it wasn't to be our day and retired early to the bar. 

 
From Jim Strother (yet another of our visitors): 

I remember the excellent long planes, no doubt assisted by tree removal 
on the islands, and by a good breeze not as deadly as last year perhaps 
because it was more consistent (leading to said long planes!).  The beat 
back to the mark by the pontoons always seems difficult to judge for some 
reason, not assisted by some misunderstanding and even misinformation 
between crews about whether it was port or starboard after the change of 
course.  A great day was had by all though, with hospitality excellent for 
2nd year running. 
 

From Colin Gent: 
I capsized and retired during race 1, just survived race 2 and turned turtle 
before race 3 and had great difficulty in getting the boat up even with 
safety boat help! 

 
From Catherine Turner (crewing for Colin): 

My own recollections are that I was not sure whether we would stay verti-
cal for very long  (well Catherine it is the crews job to balance the boat) 
and in fact we had a disastrous start to first race, being the last boat over 
the line by some time.  We then capsized and retired.  We stayed vertical 
throughout the second race and finished 5th (crewing skills getting in tune 
with the conditions!).  Unfortunately we capsized before the 3rd race and 
missed the start as we still had the mast stuck in mud. 

 
Emma helmed all three races despite some bets being taken in the men's 



changing room ranging as to how long she would last.  Bets ranged from 
"no chance" to "10 minutes”.  She and Brian capsized a few times, but just 
kept going.  Emma was the only lady helm and led the last race for a con-
siderable while, the rest of the fleet having gone the wrong way round No 
1 mark. Lots of shouting, and earplugs probably recommended by Brian 
for the future. 

 
I think a special mention in dispatches for Jonathan Gray and his son Jack as 
club members for attempting their first Enterprise Open in very difficult condi-
tions.  They were one of several people to take a swim during the day.  It was 
Jack’s first capsize in "anger" and he not only survived but also enjoyed the 
experience.  We look forward to seeing them racing again over the summer. 
 
Our Commodore, Catherine Turner, presented the prizes with the Chess 
Board Trophy going to David and Maggie Beaney in first place, followed by 
Dave Simmonds and Pat in second,  Greg and Pam in third,  Neil and Shiv in 
forth and Emma and Brian in fifth place.  Martin and Laurence came 6th, Jim 
Strother 7th, Colin and Catherine 8th and Jonathan and Jack 9th 

 
Neil Parsloe 
 
Many thanks to Neil for providing this article at very short notice. 
Editor 

Pam & Greg Brian & Emma 



Catherine presents Dave & Maggie 
Beaney with the Chess Board 

Trophy 

Catherine presents Greg & Pam 
with their trophies. 

Colin Gent looks on. 

Neil & Shiv (no longer soggy!) 
receive their trophies from Catherine 

The Galley Slaves get their due 
rewards 

Brian (still shocked!), Catherine & 
Emma 

Dave Walford - Race Officer 

There are more pictures are on the website 
 www.broadwatersc.org.uk. 

Go to Gallery, then Enterprise Opens, then 2007. 



JUST FOR THE LADIES; CAKE & SAIL 
 
I have had a number of enquiries requesting a gentle introduction to sailing for 
ladies.  After some thought I would like to offer a “Cake & Sail” session on Sat-
urday 9th June at 2pm. 
 
The sailing will be in two-hander boats, and the cake is clearly the treat to 
tempt you to sign up.  However, before I start on the baking and rigging the 
boats, I would like an idea of how many ladies I will need to cater for.  If this is 
something that would interest you, please give me a call or e-mail and I will 
see what can be arranged. 
 
Catherine Turner 
 
 

ANY OLD KIT? 
 
Junior sailing has begun again, and we have found a market for any “grown 
out of” sailing kit, that may be cluttering up your garages and sheds.  
 
Children seem to grow at an alarming rate, so any second hand wetsuits, wa-
terproofs and even wetsuit boots would be appreciated.  We intend to run a 
box, from which our juniors may borrow items, and then return them (washed 
please) when they, in turn, have outgrown them.   
 
If you have anything that we can use, please leave it in the clubhouse, clearly 
labelled (otherwise we will think that it is lost property).  Many thanks. 
 
 
 
 

JUNIOR SAILING 

LADIES RACE – CHANGE OF DATE 
 
This annual event, will now take place during the Club Open Day on Sunday 
3rd June, starting at 11:45.  The Handicap race that day will now start at 1:45.  
It would be fair to say that in recent years, the Ladies Race has not had many 
entries, so please let’s see a great turn out this year.  If you haven’t helmed 
very often or not even raced before, this is the perfect opportunity to have a 
go.  With a BBQ on the shore, awaiting our finish, what better incentive do we 
need? 



Junior Sailing takes place on Saturday afternoons throughout the Summer at 
1 pm except during August.  Here are a few photographs from this year’s pro-
gramme. 



If you would like to help or require more information about Junior Sailing 
please contact Dave Kinnerley 

 

THE BROADWATER WEBSITE - www.broadwatersc.org.uk 
 
Thanks to Kevin Morgan and Neil Parsloe amongst others, the website contin-
ues to go from strength to strength.  Members pictures are now appearing 
regularly in the ‘Gallery’ section, which we hope are of interest.  Photographs 
of the committee members have been added and those of the race committee 
will join them in the near future.  It is now possible to contact any of these peo-
ple who have e-mail addresses through the site without the need to know their 
actual e-mail addresses – just click on the photo.   
 
The Members Only section is also increasing in content and I hope that you 
are finding this of benefit. 
 
We have now also solved the problem of the web cam picture freezing so you 
can now find out what sailing conditions are like before coming down to the 
club. 
 
Finally we would very much welcome any comments that you may have for 
improvements or additions for the website.  You can use the ‘Forums’ page on 
the website for your comments or you can e-mail Kevin by clicking on the 
‘Contact Webmaster’ link on the Home page. 



ANNUAL DINGHY CRUISE IN CHICHESTER HARBOUR 
Sunday 10th June 2007 

NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 
 

I am proposing to run the annual dinghy cruise around Chichester Harbour 
and would welcome anyone who wishes to come along. 
 
Just a few notes to any intrepid mariners who wish to brave the waters of 
Chichester Harbour. 
 
In the past years we have all enjoyed a very pleasant time together sailing 
from Itchenor Hard down to East Head for a picnic on the beach and then af-
ternoon sailing around the waters of the harbour usually managing to have ice 
cream and teas at Hayling Island Sailing Club.  This is a relaxing cruise usu-
ally with around six to eight boats in these safe coastal waters and no coastal 
experience is actually necessary to participate, so all standards of sailing abili-
ties are welcome with the only proviso that the boat used must be of a reason-
able standard to sail within this environment. 
 
After the sail and de-rig, and prior to leaving for home, we all meet up and 
have a meal in the local pub. 
 
The tides (approximately) at the harbour mouth on the 10th June all in BST 
and approximately mid way between Spring and Neaps are 
 
Low water 12.50                                 High water 19.50 
 
Any land lubbers wishing to join in on the occasion are very welcome and can 
do so by parking in the coastal car park accessed through West Wittering and 
walking the short distance over the dunes.  Remember to always approach 
motley crews with care when they are feasting on their rations!!! 

All is of course weather permitting and as always subject to change by mutiny. 

Directions to Itchenor for those who have not made the venture before are, I 
believe, the easiest and most pleasant run with a dinghy in tow, down the A3 
to Havant, turn to port (left) down the A27 to Chichester then to starboard 
(right) down the A286 to the Witterings and follow the signs to Itchenor.  The 
Hard is at the end of the main street so it is easy to find. 

Timing wise for this day would be to meet on the Hard at about 9.30 for rig-
ging and setting sail between 10.00 to 10.30 and returning to the Hard be-
tween 16.30 to 17.00.  None of these timings are set in stone and provided we 
know who are coming we all wait and set sail together.   

At all times during that day I can be contacted on my mobile telephone and I 



always carry an engine so we have horsepower to return to the Hard if neces-
sary. 
 
Some people have camped overnight at a local camp site and this information 
can be forwarded to anyone who wishes to do this. 
 
Notice of the Cruise is posted on the notice board at the Club 
 
Below are some photographs of previous outings. 
 
 
 
David Banger 
 
 
 

Are you sure the sail fits this way? Oh God I’ve forgotten my mast! 

It must be in there somewhere! Beware; crews feasting on their 
rations! 



You told me you had it! 

MEDWAY MADNESS 
 
It seemed a good idea at the time to leave the boat at Wilsonian S.C.and sail 
3 different events over three consecutive weekends.  Wilsonian S.C. is located 
near Rochester, Kent and is on the tidal river Medway, which flows into the 
Thames estuary near Sheerness, one of the most modern container ports in 
the world (I am told).  This means that the river is in constant commercial use 
and the vessels that sail up are monsters, steel, unable to take avoiding action 
and liable to reduce dinghies and crews to very tiny pieces.  Other menaces 
are sedate cruisers (courteous), speeding gin palaces (nauseous) and jet ski’s 
(wave inducing). 
 
The first event in late June was the so called GranPrix – formally the creeks 
race which took advantage of a high tide to go to parts of the river that other 
boats don’t normally reach.  This meant navigational issues would arise which 
we hoped would be negated by faster boats passing us (whom we could fol-
low) but beat on handicap.  We were sure we knew most of the 15 or so 
marks, as they were river navigation buoys – large, coloured, steel and unfor-
giving.  However at the edge of the known world we were sure to be in trouble.  
Unfortunately the slow handicap started first in the light force 2-3 and we were 
out of the blocks like a rat out of a drainpipe.  The windward mark was about 8 
miles downstream but against the tide, therefore good for the Graduate.  My 

I thought the pub was over there! 



nearest fellow competitor was a local Miracle but he was 2 or 3 minutes be-
hind followed by the rest of the slow handicaps but no sign of the medium or 
fast fleets.  We struggled to find the windward mark but the Miracle found it 
first and passed us.  At last someone to follow.  He set the spinny and started 
the return.  However in front of Kingsnorth powerstation a 300ft vessel ap-
peared to be setting sail so the Miracle started to duck under the stern how-
ever the ship started to reverse so the Miracle went round the bow, we grace-
fully following.  Gradually we made our way upriver being passed by the big 
Assymetrics (RS400, 800, Moth, Buzz etc).  Overall we covered some 15 
miles in 2 hours 20 minutes and picked up the prize for being the first non-
spinnaker boat.  Good practice for the Marathon, advertised at 26 miles, the 
following weekend. 
 
The Marathon was reduced to around 22 miles due to the light winds forecast 
but once again navigation was the problem.  It was déjà vu all over again.  We 
appeared to be the quickest in the slow handicap fleet and they started first.  It 
took 2 hours to reach the windward mark and we were first to get there out of 
a fleet of about 60 boats.  Close behind were the Miracles and Squibs but we 
were confident of beating the Squibs on handicap.  Eventually a Squib passed 
us so we relaxed and followed.  Unfortunately they took us to the wrong mark 
but not that far off course.  We had done better by making our own course de-
cisions.  Ultimately we were also overtaken by 3 MRX’s and a couple of Way-
farers and we eventually crossed the line after 3¼ hours.  We also had to sail 
back to Wilsonian as the start/finish was at the Medway Yacht Club further 
upstream.  Including being rather early for our start we were in the boat for 
nearly four hours.  First job on return was to sprint to the loo!  Oh, we were 
first non spinnaker boat home and 10th overall. 
 
Finally we had the Medway Regatta.  4 races over 2 days and a regular spot 
on our itinerary.  They had adjusted the PY’s to include the Wanderers in the 
slow handicap which made it more fun than just sailing with Toppers.  The big 
Miracle fleet started 5 minutes ahead of us and made a great target. The first 
day was fine and we sailed the long courses without problems, however the 
Sunday was windier at force 4-5, gusting 6-7.  This is the limit for us but a 
reaching course was set – including the start – no runs or beats.  This proved 
to be wildly exciting and very wet – who needs a bigger sail?  We needed 
smaller sails as we had to spill all the time to stay upright and planing. 
 
Comments from the other sailors told the tale – ‘I gave up after capsizing 15 
times’.  ‘It was carnage at the windward mark’, ‘I fell out of the boat but my 
mate on the trapeze did not and the boat sailed up the mud without me’. 
 
We did not recover till Tuesday night but it was a great regatta and the whole 
3 weekend experience was a lot of fun. 
Blue Tuesday. 



OUT CLUBBING? 
Your cut out and keep guide to clubs in Eastern England. 
 
Aldeburgh 
 
All male sailors are called Will or Tim.  Girls have more latitude but Lydia is 
very popular.  Launching takes place over a long period down the concreted 
slipway which is deceptively narrow.  There are many opportunities to meet 
young ladies as you offer to take their trolleys back whilst they sail off in their 
Solos, Lasers, Toppers etc.  This may be not a wise approach as you will be 
totally ignored however if the lady is over 40 you will be well received – how-
ever if you fail to offer they become very stroppy and almost unmanageable. 
 
Top Tip:  Earl Grey tea in the clubhouse is becoming expensive – take your 
own supply of Typhoo.  Help yourself to new sailing kit from the lost property 
box after Junior Sailing Week.  Do not ask if the Hog Roast is kosher. 
 
Brancaster Staithe 
 
A good alarm clock is required as this tidal club will sometimes start at 7am.  
Not recommended for sailors with paper rounds.  Launching can be an excit-
ing experience during Regatta week and lovers of mud will luxuriate in the an-
kle deep variety.  Book your place early in the boat park to avoid disappoint-
ment. 
 
Top Tip:  Take your partner for an evening meal in the clubhouse – it’s sophis-
ticated but reasonable.  No more lobster thermidor for me, dear! 
 
Brightlingsea 
 
This club is probably the oldest in the UK.  Having been founded in AD 112 by 
Emperor Claudius to keep his troops out of mischief from the neighbouring 
town of Colchester.  The original cobbled slipway has now been widened and 
concreted but is extremely long and whilst your trusty crew/helm is holding the 
boat in the water it can be a very long walk back to deposit/recover the trolley.  
To this day you can still see lots of oyster shells at low tide which the Romans 
dropped after the Wednesday barbeque.  Most popular men's name is Wayne 
and the top profession is carpet layer.  Huge catamarans hurtle around and all 
boats have to have a spinnaker. 
 
Top Tip:  Do not misbehave on the campsite opposite – the female OberGrup-
penFuhrer is very scary, is believed to have been court-martialled by Saddam 
Hussain for cruelty.  Do not try to attract ladies in the local India restaurants – 
you may be faced with a 6’7’’ carpet layer called Wayne saying “What are you 
looking at?” 



Coldham Hall 
 
A delightful club on the river near Norwich which complies with the Wilson rule 
of clubs that the more difficult the launch the friendlier the welcome.  Obvi-
ously this is true as only a loony would want to launch from here – so wel-
come to the asylum.  The slipway is 6 feet wide with an iron post at one end.  
It is compulsory to wrap the jib sheets round this and at the same time stand 
waist deep in the river trying to push the boat off the trolley.  Raising sail be-
fore launch has been banned since 1910 following a nasty incident involving 
the Bishop of Norwich and a young chorister.  So difficult it is to recover boats 
after launching that some have never been seen again and their trolleys are 
still laying in the long grass years after. 
 
Top Tip:  Take your own changing room or alternately change in the nearby 
pub toilets.  Avoid strangely dressed men aged 95 or more who can make up 
a roll up with one hand, sail boats designed by Noah with jib sheets made with 
the old baling twine – however if you feel attracted to this type the world is 
your lobster. 
 
Hemel S.C. – Not visited yet but this report offered 
 
One day I was just chillin with my homies at me manor when this geezer 
comes round giving it large, saying he wants me go hang with the Hemel 
massive.  Well I’d got the right hump with me present club, right, cos it’s all 
about respeck innit?  This commode right, he’s bin dissin me and its well out 
of order.  So they got this humongous club house right but don’t get me 
wrong, blood, I’m telling you its just respeck.   Nuff said. 
 
Top Tip:  If this geezer comes round your manor giving it large ask him to 
flash his wad – if its well thick you could do a lot worse (Apologies to Jim 
White) and if it ain’t no bling, it aint worth a thing.  Launching facilities – ming-
ing. 
 

STOP PRESS 
 

THE FITTING OUT SUPPER - Wednesday 25th April 
 
16 Broadwater Members and their partners gathered together at Tim’s Table, 
the Chinese restaurant in Mill End, for the traditional supper marking the start 
of the Wednesday Evening Racing Series.  An excellent and varied meal was 
enjoyed by all present,  wine and ale flowed and stimulated the conversation. 
 
All who attended thanked Paul Tarbox for organising an excellent event. 



MATTERS ARISING FROM THE AGM 
 
Standing Orders  
The Committee have researched the possibility of introducing standing orders.  
Unfortunately as standing orders are for a fixed sum, any increase in sub-
scription or berth fees would necessitate amendments to the orders and in-
creased administration by our volunteer Treasurer.  We understand that the 
charges to the club by the bank also make this an unattractive option. 
 
Ladies Changing Room 
New benches have been made and installed to extend the changing area.  A 
re-paint may be on the cards for later in the year. 
 
Beach 
A request for more sand or shingle was made.  Shingle has an unfortunate 
habit of becoming stuck in the centreboard casings, and sand, sadly gets 
washed away all too quickly.  The weeds currently adorning the “beach” are at 
least soft and less injurious to the boat hulls.  We will continue to monitor the 
area. 

NORAH AND ROCKY ROLL TACK 6 
 
“Love is all you need” 
 
Norah had a troubled education.  Her parents had taught her as much as they 
could from the Chorleywood mountains and then she had won a scholarship 
to a school in Tring, run by that formidable twin duo, Celia and Alice Dogstran-
gler.  They were to education what Long John Silver was to tap-dancing.  
Here Norah’s vocabulary was as bad as like whatever.  Celia’s plan for world 
domination had foundered on Alice’s obsession with antique lawnmowers. 
 
“The story so far….” 
 
Norah was still wracked with indecision; she admired the gorgeous sailing in-
structor, the masterful Rocky, but was also curiously attracted to the hand-
some but perfectly formed Nigel.  Nigel had risen without trace to be Fleet 
Captain at the club and was at present stirring up apathy amongst his fellow 
Laser sailors.  His task was to organise an Open Meeting and he had cun-
ningly asked Norah to make the sandwiches, pies and cakes.   
 
Norah, flattered by his request, and had foolishly told Rocky.  Rocky, his 
manly torso quivering with rage had said cannily “Didn’t he want soup?”.  
Norah blushed, her glowing skin warming like the sun rising over the R.Y.A. 



Headquarters. “No and he didn’t want any apples or pears” she said fruit-
lessly. 
 
Rocky, his pride deeply hurt by Norah’s cutting remark, jabbed the knife in. 
“Well in that case you can swim back for all that I care”. ”Oh Rocky, please 
don’t let us argue like this, you saved my life in the last episode and now we 
are fighting like Solos and Lasers” she replied.  Rocky swallowed hard, his 
muscular neck bulging over his wet suit.  He brushed a tear from his deep 
blue eyes and glanced at the beautiful Norah, the blue-green algae glistening 
in her hair, bedecked by a small bit of weed.  “You are right Norah, let’s not 
fall out over this.”  Norah sighed, fluttering her eyelids and flashing her most 
special smile at her masculine and yet graceful helm. 
 
Meanwhile Nigel had returned to the pontoon, still rejoicing with his expected 
minor triumph over his rival ‘he might be better built, but he has not got my 
tan’ he thought.  Nigel was the type of man who did not know the meaning of 
fear, a man who could laugh in the face of danger, and spit in the eye of 
death, in short a moron with suicidal tendencies. 
 
Norah her lips trembling with desire brushed against Rocky who offered her 
his muscular hand to help her from the dinghy.  With a curvaceous figure that 
Marilyn Monroe would have envied; smooth unblemished skin framed by lus-
trous thick hair, blue eyes fringed by long black lashes and a petite nose, 
Norah had a beauty that defied description.  She also possessed a deep 
throaty laugh like the sound that a dog makes before it throws up. 
 
Rocky strode purposely down the pontoon his eyes affixed on the grinning 
Nigel…. 
 
To be continued….  (maybe) 

 
 

  BSC CLUB CLOTHING 

 
 

The Club offers a wide selection of clothing embroidered with the BSC 
Logo at very attractive prices. If you are interested have a look at  the 

samples and pictures in the club house. 
 



HERTS. & MIDDLESEX WILDLIFE TRUST CLEAR THE  
ISLANDS 
 
If you wondered how they did it here are a few photographic clues 

First put a large pontoon into the lake. This they did in 6 
sections reversing the crane out of the site for each section. 

Then they used a low powered boat to move the assembled 
pontoon. They were OK until Broadwater winds blew up. 



Then they loaded up the digger and put it on the Island. 
Look at those ruddy ducks! 

BROADWATER IN YESTERYEAR 

The Old Clubhouse 



A Smaller Lake 
Photograph Courtesy Gerry O’Reilly 

Some Large Machinery 
Photograph Courtesy Gerry O’Reilly 

PHOTOGRAPHS IN BROADREACH 
Please note that the copyright of photographs in Broadreach is owned by the 
individual photographers.. 



 
Unit 24 Peerglow Industrial Estate 

Olds Approach 

Tolpits lane 

Watford 

Herts. WD18 9SR 

Tel: 01923 896996 Fax: 01923 890829 

E-mail: key@rlsupplies.co.uk  

Just 10 mins from Broadwater Sailing Club 

 

Visit our fantastic website at 

www.rlsupplies.co.uk 

for all your computer and accessory needs. 

Free mousemat with your first order, please quote 

‘Broadreach’ in special instructions 
 

PC Builds (Custom and Modular) 
 

Repairs 
 

Upgrades 
 

Hardware 
 

Printers & Scanners 
 

Consumables 

 


