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Above  - Pictures from the Spring Open Meeting (by Nick Dodge). Light winds, busy 
start lines and patient sailing were the order of the day.  
 
Front cover  -  A reflected Enterprise (also by Nick Dodge) 



Editorial 
 
Another summer is now well underway. Spring has seen our regular clutch of 

open meetings, and so I make no apology for including reports about them, as 

lots of work goes into running them and they provide an opportunity for the club 

to show off it’s attributes to the many visitors that join the meetings. 

Miracles, Solos, Aeros  and Albacores all had meetings and even the            

Enterprises had a surprise gathering when we held the Spring Open. All of 

these events supplied some good tight racing and we have some super photos 

that captured many of these events.  

Peter Joseph continues to educate us with his articles—this time with a         

particularly interesting piece on the subject of sails - whatever your knowledge 

of them I think this will add to it! 

We have a member profile on a familiar face around the club, our treasurer 

Dave Kinnerley, who also happens to be quite fast in a laser, and tells us a little 

about his windsurfing prowess and adventures. 

Thankyou also to Alan Darvill (and son) for providing a little background to some 

unusual geese to be seen here this year, and also to David Wilson who has   

provided a short interesting piece on Strand on the Green Sailing club. 

Besides contributions from various committee members we also have an update 

on the junior programme from Pam Hart, and a very successful open day run 

largely by Sonia Cherkas. 

Pictures courtesy of Dave Tong, Steve Troll, Alan Darvill, 

Pam Hart, Dave Wilson and Nick Dodge. 

Enjoy the rest of the summer and escape the elections 

and political merry-go-round with an afternoon relaxing 

on the water! 

Cheers  

Andy Cooney (Aero 1747) 

Combination number change. Please note that from Sunday August 6th 
the combination number will change to the number on the front of this 
newsletter. 



Commodore’s Corner 

Hello Everyone, 
I hope you’re all enjoying the summer. If you 
haven't got out in your boats yet, take heed of 
the French maritime motto which translates  
as - to the water, it is time. 
 
Have you ever wondered who ensures  
engines are running smoothly, fuel is on site,  
lawn mowers are functioning, gas is available 

for hot water, the cess pit is emptied (yes we have one and it has to be emptied), 
grass is trimmed around the club house and carpark, pontoons are safe (work 
needed here) first aid kits stocked, tea and coffee arrive, the track is kept smooth 
(as possible) and a host of other jobs? The answer is club members. The effort is 
purely voluntary and without this help the club would not function. We all owe 
them a vote of thanks... Thank You. But remember a helping hand is always  
welcome, so if you feel you can assist please step forward - no need to be shy. It 
doesn't have to be a massive time commitment. It could be as simple as bringing 
canisters of drinking water or fuel down occasionally. After all, many hands make 
light work. 
 
PS: the individuals I refer to above are the following (although I won’t be held   
accountable for inaccuracies) : Dave, Alan, Harold / John, Dave, John / John, 
Brian, Dave, Dave, Margaret, Catherine, Anne, Pam and team, Colin and team.  
(Not all the same Dave or John by the way!) 
 
Security: 
A gentle reminder.... 
Please remember to lock up if you are the last to leave. Please remember to lock 
the gates and barrier as you depart unless a club arranged activity is in progress - 
generally only Sunday racing or junior sailing. If in doubt lock them.  
Please remember to leave padlocks scrambled so the codes are not visible. 
 
Commodores Challenge a date for your diary, September 2nd: 
This is a new event, so new I am not 100% sure what it will involve, but there will 
be races, there will be prizes, there will be food and there will be fun.   We will 
have a variety of races to try and suit everyone. The topper portage race will 
make a return - so start organising teams (mixed ages will have an advantage in 
this as it will involve some running!)  Weather permitting we will race into the 
dark!   Further details will be sent out by email and posted on the club’s Notice 
Board, Facebook Page and Web Site. 
 
Enjoy your sailing, see you on the water. 
 
Dave Tonge, Commodore. 



Membership News 

It has been a busy first half of the year. Now that we 
are into the season of grass cutting, a gentle        
reminder to please keep on top of your berths and 
road  trailers (if you are lucky enough to have a road 
trailer berth). The lawn mowers get some heavy use 
at this time of the year and will work better if they are 
not struggling to mow vegetation that is too long and 
more suitable for a strimmer or shears. 

Catherine Turner,  
Membership Secretary 

A warm welcome to our many new members listed 
below: 
Tim Alden and Stella Barnes (Tim was Aero racing 
with us last Winter and we are pleased he stayed) 
Andrew Parr and Arna Zerman & family 
Leigh and Natalie Riddell & family 
Mark Sawyer 
Knut Paul 
Adam Fenn and Lewis Davis 
Katie MacManus 
Alex and Anette Daly & family 
Christopher and Emma Algar & family 
David and Donna Culpan & family 
Bob West and Diana Coole 
Alex and Karen Beard & family 
Allan and Erica Penman  
Clare & Richard Sims & family 
Ann Maisel and Matthew Benett 
Mike Benett 
Ben and Alex Sumerscale 
David and Yelena Shandley & family 
Jonathan and Kay Dyas & family 
Ndy & Samantha Head & family 
Aaron and Shelley Martins & family 
Nas Qurashi and Karen Smith 
Maxine Rowe 
Stephen Swinchatt and Hele Macvean 
Will and Alexandra Partridge & family 

Lastly please remember that site security is extremely important.  
PADLOCKS MUST BE CLOSED AND THE CODE SCRAMBLED AT ALL TIMES 
Have a great sailing summer 
Catherine Turner 



Miracle Southern Areas at Broadwater Sailing Club  
22 & 23 April 2017    (by Graham Watts) 
 
Overcast skies and light winds greeted the Miracle fleet to Broadwater Sailing 
Club on Saturday 22 April, for a two day event, in conjunction with the Albacore 
fleet on the Saturday, and the Aero fleet on the Sunday. 
 
In race 1, it was a case of who was in the right place on the line when the wind 
finally came, and it was the committee boat end where Neil & Keith (4040) and 
John & Kathy (4020) took off towards the windward mark, slowly followed by the 
rest of the fleet.  By lap 2 Tracy & Gemma (3692) and Brian & Paul (4064) 
passed John & Cathy, finishing in that order behind Neil & Keith who held on to 
the finish. 
 
Race 2 was sailed in similar conditions, again Neil & Keith leading and winning 
from the start, but this time  Brian & Paul got the better of Tracy & Gemma to 
finish in that order, with Graham & Helen 3813 again finishing in 4th place. 
 
On Saturday night a fish 
and chip supper was laid 
on, followed by live folk 
music, along with a 50th 
Birthday of one of the 
crews.  The night finished 
not too late, as Sunday’s 
start was 9:30 am!!!! 
 
Sunday morning came with 
more wind but this was 
soon to die making 
conditions tricky for a 
second day, but this time it 
was Graham & Helen in the 
right place from the start, with Neil & Keith and Tracy & Gemma in pursuit.  Neil & 
Keith passed Graham & Helen (who were heading for the wrong mark) and held 
the lead with Graham & Helen finishing 2nd being helped by Tracy & Gemma 
who ran aground in the shallows, but still managed to hold on to 3rd place. 

 
With Neil & Keith already crowned champions, they still decided to sail the last 
two races.  This was very good of them as they could have packed their boat up 
and watched the rest of us struggle in the very testing conditions. Again race 4 
was a drifter, but this didn’t stop Neil & Keith leading  and winning, with Tracy & 
Gemma and local boat Clare & John (2132) battling behind with several place 
changes, but at the line Tracy and Gemma crossed ahead of Clare & John. 
 



Race 5 the wind split the fleet down 
both sides with each side looking the 
correct way to go, and at the 
windward mark it was Neil & Keith 
closely followed by Tracy & Gemma, 
with Graham & Helen, who had come 
up the opposite side in third. 
 
Neil & Keith got away until they got 
stuck in no wind, allowing Tracy & 
Gemma to catch and pass, holding 
on to take the win, with Graham and 
Helen in 3rd place behind Neil & Keith. Overall 6 Albacores, 10 Miracles and 18 
or so Aeros took part in racing at BSC over the weekend, and more than 50 
sailors enjoyed their sailing despite the gentle winds! Many thanks go to the 
numerous club members, their families and friends who helped to make it 
happen. 
 
1st Neil Gibson & Keith Macey   4040 Redoubt SC 
2nd Tracy Amos & Gemma Gibson   3692 Redoubt SC 
3rd Graham Watts & Helen Jacks   3813 Staunt Har SC 
4th Brian Jones & Paul Barnes/Andrew Robinson 4064     Maidenhead SC 
5th Clare Medcalf & John Finnemore  2132 Broadwater SC 
6th John Green & Jane Cadd   3290 Broadwater SC 
7th John Tippett & Kathy Boulton   4020 Draycote SC 
8th Barry Mellor & John O’Dowd   3838 Broadwater SC 
9th Peter Joseph & Jonathan Mann   3403 Broadwater SC 
10th Steve Troll & Llewellyn    2468 Broadwater SC 

 
 
 



Why are my sails different to his?        (by Peter Joseph) 
 
Look over Broadwater on a sailing day and 
you will see a mixed fleet of boats with 
different sails. Some are white, some are 
transparent and some are even blue. Look 
more closely and you will see that many are 
roughly triangular while others have rather 
different shapes. They are not all made of the 
same material either and are constructed in a 
variety of ways. Go to the coast and you will 
see even more variety on the cruising yachts 
and fast offshore racers, and look at the America’s Cup boats and you’ll see 
something quite different which is the current state of the art.  To explain this 
variety, it’s helpful to start by recapping how sails work and then explore the 
characteristics that affect their efficiency, cost and durability. 
 
Function 
Conventional general-purpose sails, as opposed to specialist down-wind sails like 
spinnakers, are designed to adopt an aerofoil section when filled with wind and 
when they are trimmed at the correct angle to the wind they generate lift. This 
pulls in a direction roughly perpendicular to the boom and can be resolved into 
two components, one that drives the boat forwards, and one that heels it over.  
 
Fabric sails are flexible and the depth of their aerofoil profiles can be changed by 
varying the tension in their controls; notably the kicker, the outhaul, the 
cunningham, and sometimes also the halyard, the shrouds and the forestay. This 
is helpful as it allows the amount of lift to be increased or decreased, with a 
deeper profile generating more lift and vice versa. So, when the wind increases 
and the sail generates too much lift causing the boat to heel over excessively, this 
can be reduced by flattening the sail. 
 
Conversely, in lighter airs the tension on the sail controls can be eased to allow a 
fuller profile with more lift, but with the constraint that a very full, curvy sail will 
also generate more drag, and in the lightest conditions this can outweigh the 
benefit of increased lift.   Extreme wind conditions at both ends of the Beaufort 

scale place demands on a sail’s ability to 
maintain its designed shape. In very light 
winds, sails that are not filled have a 
tendency to collapse, lose their profile 
and not generate much lift, whereas in 
very strong winds, sails can flutter or be 
stretched out of the optimum shape, 
sometimes permanently. So, sails need 
enough stiffness to be able to maintain 
their shape under a broad range of wind 
conditions. 

       Flat and full aerofoil profiles 



Twist 
Sails also need a degree of flexibility so they can twist to accommodate the 
variation in apparent wind direction they are exposed to at different heights 
above the water.  
 
When wind blows over water it moves more slowly near the surface than it does 
higher up, as a result of friction between the moving air mass and the water. This 
difference is greatest on calmer days. 
 
The wind affecting the boat, or “apparent wind”, is the 
combination of the “true” wind blowing over the water and 
the feeling of wind from the forward motion of the boat, 
which would be there even if it were pushed through the 
air on a windless day. The direction of the apparent wind 
depends on the relative strengths of the true wind and 
this motion-induced wind, and since the true wind 
strength varies with height, its direction moves further aft 
with increasing height above the water. 
 
The consequence is that a sail needs to be trimmed more 
close hauled near the boom than at the masthead. This 
can be done by easing the tension along the leach and 
allowing the upper part of the sail to be blown to leeward 
or more “open”. Easing the kicker on a mainsail, or 
easing the sheet or moving the fairlead forward on a jib 
will do this. More twist is needed on calmer days because 
that’s when there is the largest difference between the 
wind speed at water level and at the masthead. 
 
Cut 
If a sail were to be cut out of a single piece of sailcloth, it would essentially be 
flat, other than to the extent to which it could stretch in strong winds. It would 
have very little curve and a poor aerofoil shape, and would be extremely difficult 
to control. 
 
So, conventional sails are made from a number of slightly overlapping panels, 
sewn together to form a curved surface, in much the same way that a tailor cuts 
a fitted suit. Evidence of the fullness of a sail can be seen if it is pegged down on 
a flat surface with its edges taught. The slightly baggy cloth in the middle of the 
sail allows it to adopt the desired profile when filled. 
 
When a mainsail is laid flat in this way you should also be able to see that the 
luff, which runs up the mast, is curved. This allows the sail to adopt its designed 
profile when attached to a normally curved mast. When the mast bend is 
increased with the kicker or other controls, the middle of the luff is pulled 
forwards increasing the tension across the sailcloth between the luff and leach 
and this flattens the sail. 

Twist—the bottom of 
the sail is more close 
hauled than the top 



When a sail is under tension there will be forces pulling across the sailcloth in 
several different directions. Traditional woven fabric sailcloth is made of fibres 
running at perpendicular angles and is designed to resist stretching along the 
directions of these fibres. It sometimes has a higher resistance to stretch along 
one of the perpendiculars, and always has a much lower resistance to stretching 
when the fibres are pulled diagonally. 
 
So when sail makers design a sail, (these days usually using computer 
programmes), they try to arrange the panels so that as far as possible the 
stretching forces are aligned with the strength of the cloth. They will then add 
additional patches or strips to reinforce high stress areas, including the 
attachment points at the corners and along the edges. 

 
In practical terms, 
the shapes, sizes 
and quantity of the 
panels are governed 
by the width of the 
roll of sailcloth and 
the costs of sewing 
the number of seams 
needed to assemble 
the sail. Low cost 
cruising sails are 
often "straight cut", 
using the minimum 

number of panels running broadly horizontally across the sail with the minimum 
number of seams, whereas more expensive, high performance racing sails are 
usually "radially cut", with more panels and seams radiating out from the corners 
along the lines of maximum stress. Many dinghy sails are a hybrid of these two 
formats, with radial corners and flat cut middle sections, to keep the costs down 
while still delivering high performance. 
 
To the extent that the fabric and cut of a sail cannot hold the ideal profile, 
stiffening battens are added. These usually sit in pockets that run roughly 
horizontally from the leach towards the luff and can be the full width of the sail, 
called “fully battened”, or just part of the width. The battens can be tensioned to 
help hold the aerofoil curve in the sailcloth and when fully battened ones are 
tensioned they can make an audible pop when the sail is tacked and the aerofoil 
inverts. 
 
While considering sail shape, it is worth mentioning two other factors: aspect 
ratio and roach. A sail is said to have a high aspect ratio when it is tall and thin, 
that is it has a higher than average ratio of luff length to foot length. The airflow 
physics and the leverage associated with a higher centre of lift mean that higher 
aspect ratio sails generate less drag than low aspect sails, but for a given foot 
length also generate more heeling force.  

A flat cut sail A radially cut sail 
A high aspect 
ratio sail 



The area of a sail behind a straight line drawn between 
its head and its clew, or approximately the top of the 
mast and the end of the boom, is called the roach. 
Some boats, including Merlin Rockets, Graduates and 
Aeros have sails with significant roaches, usually  
supported by battens. 
 
The main benefit of a large roach is that it places a 
greater proportion of the sail area in the faster moving 
air higher up the mast. This enables the sail to  
generate more lift, but again more heeling force.  
 
 
Sailcloth 
Traditionally, sails were cut from canvas, but this is 
heavy, not vey resistant to stretching and perishes relatively fast when exposed 
to the sun's ultraviolet light. Today, the majority of general-purpose sails are 
made of a type of man-made polyester often referred to by the brand name Da-
cron. These sails are usually white, but can be brightly coloured if the boat's 
class rules dictate, as is the case for the blue of Enterprises, the red of Mirrors 
and the multi-coloured sails of  
Toppers. Dacron sails are strong, resilient to wear by stretch, abrasion and 
creasing when stored, and have good resistance to UV. They are also light, don't 
hold much water and dry quickly. However, they do not have enough resistance 
to stretch for the highest performance racing sails, and are often too floppy to 
hold a good profile in light airs unless fully battened. 
 
Faster sailing boats including skiffs, racing catamarans and most foiling boats 
use composite sails to deliver this extra stiffness. For dinghies these sails are 
usually cut from cloth that comprises a sandwich, with outer layers of clear stiff, 
but slightly stretchy Mylar plastic film enclosing an open fishnet weave of black, 
non-stretchy, but brittle carbon fibres. These sails are much more resistant to 
stretching and fluttering than Dacron. They do not absorb water and hold their 
designed shape better at the extremes of the wind range, but have some  
practical disadvantages. They are more expensive, have to be rolled rather than 
folded for storage as folding them would crease and potentially break the carbon 
fibres, and they are also less resistant to ultraviolet than Dacron. Because of 
their stiffness they can also need more energy to reverse their profile when 
tacked and this is potentially a problem in light airs, particularly for any less    
experienced sailors who have not mastered roll tacking. 
 
That is pretty much the end of the story for dinghies, but for racing yachts, the 
leading sail makers have developed even more advanced composite materials to 
cope with the enormous stresses generated at high speeds.  

A sail with a large  roach 



Three-dimensional moulded 
 
Sails delivering the next level of performance are not made out of panels of sail 
cloth, but are fabricated as a single three-dimensional piece using massive, 
complex, computer-controlled machines. These sails comprise Kevlar or carbon 
strands, or in the very best ones, much finer carbon filaments laid up in a resin 
substrate. They are usually yellowish brown if Kevlar, or black if carbon, and 
when you see them on a yacht, they have an almost blade-like, flat profile to limit 
their drag at the very high speeds they reach. These sails are obviously very 
expensive, they are inflexible and difficult to store and handle, and are cut for a 
narrow range of wind strengths, necessitating frequent sail changes with the  
prevailing conditions. 
 
Beyond even this, the very latest evolution of the racing sail can be seen on  
today’s America’s Cup boats. While the jibs are 3D carbon filament sails, their 
mainsails are semi-rigid, two part, articulated, high-aspect wings, more like the 
wing of a high performance glider than a traditional sail. With low air drag and 
low water drag from their foiling ability, these boats are capable of reaching 
speeds of over 40 knots in less than 20 knots of wind.   At these speeds, the 
apparent wind direction is always forward of the beam, even when travelling 
downwind, and as a result they spend most of their time close-hauled and have 
no need for spinnakers or other specialist downwind sails. 
 
Such are the advances in  
design at these rarefied 
heights of the sport, that 
modern composite sails  
have about as much in       
common with traditional 
sails as my iPhone has 
with an abacus. Peak sail-
ing speeds have    in-
creased by approx-
imately 80 per cent over 
the last 30 years, and by 
almost two and a half 
times within my lifetime. 
That’s a substantially fast-
er rate of improvement 
than any track or field 
sport, including  
cycling.  
 
It’s really exciting, and I just hope that I remain fit enough to benefit as more of 
these developments filter down to dinghy designs in future years. 



Another great day for the juniors. 
 

 
Open day was a great success  A windy day’s racing... 



 

Pictures from the Spring open meeting. Nice weather but we could have done 
with a little more wind 



A grey day at the lake….the solo open meeting was sadly cancelled  due to a 
complete lack of wind. 

A couple of vey happy miracle sailors. Steve and Llewlyn.  



 

 

Pictures from the Aero open meeting held in April.  
Above ….jostling for position on the start line.  
Below ….eventual winner, local sailor - Dave Cherrill leading the Aero hot shot 
Peter Barton.  



Broadwater SC 2nd Aero Open Meeting, Sunday April 23rd             
(by Andy Cooney) 

Eighteen sailors from across the UK took part in Broadwater Sailing Club’s     
second annual RS Aero open meeting sponsored by SpeedSix, sharing a      
tranquil lake with around a dozen Miracles. Unfortunately no one was able to 
deliver any other miracles in the form of a decent breeze for Race 1.              
Light winds were forecast for the morning, slowly increasing during the day, and 
all eyes were on race officer Dave Weatherhead to make the best of a tricky 
wind.            

The RS  Aeros shared a common start for both the 9s and 7s with the final     
results worked out based on yardstick. For the first start there was a tight line 
close to one of the jetties and the first leg was a beat from one end of the lake to 
the other, but the line provided a good bias and the fleet got off cleanly. Splitting 
off down both sides of the lake, most of the 9’s found themselves clear of the 
fleet by the first buoy, only to hit the doldrums and then needing to negotiate a 
tricky cut between two islands. This allowed many of the 7s to catch up as the 
fleet concertinaed. When the wind returned the 9s all accelerated off led by Dave 
Cherrill, Pete Barton and the Rolfes (Nigel and Ben, senior and junior).  

However, they couldn’t shake off the leading Aero 7, sailed by Neil Parsloe from 
Broadwater, who was also the leading master over the weekend. As the short-
ened course flag fluttered, Cherrill (also from Broadwater) had a final battle with 
Barton and Ben Rolfe on the last beat, snatching first place by less than a metre 
on the final tack to give the local boats bragging rights over lunch.  

A lake full of Aeros. It’s good to be able establish a new modern fleet at the club 
and hopefully we will attract increasing numbers each year to the open meeting. 



Chilli and baked potatoes with generous helpings of apple pie and chocolate 
cake were taken early to give the wind a chance to fill in. As the wind picked up it 
also swung right round, requiring an entirely different start line and a new course, 
which would take the fleet right round the lake. Another clean start saw Cherrill 
leading once again, with Barton and Rolfe senior again on his tail. More patchy 
wind again favoured the light wind specialists and places changed at the front 
many times, but the new course certainly allowed a better variety of sailing legs. 
Final positions in race 2, after handicaps, were Cherrill, Parsloe, Barton.  

For the final race the wind freshened and steadied as promised by the forecast. 
The start of race 3 proved challenging with a heavy port bias and the normal row 
of starboard boats cluttering up the entire line. Cherrill gave everyone a chance 
this time by being over the line, leaving Barton making the most of a great start to 
secure 2nd overall by leading the entire race, and everyone enjoying the 
increasing wind, with occasional planing by the end. Barton was followed by 
Nigel Rolfe and Paul Bartlett with Rolfe junior (Ben) getting a 4th and sealing 3rd 
overall. 
  
Lots of prizes, including some generously donated by SpeedSix, sent all the 
competitors home with a prize. With the sun still shining and more chocolate cake 
all round, the day ended on a high note and full stomachs. Special mentions go 
to Alice Lucy (Rutland SC) as first Youth and first Lady, Neil Parsloe as first 
Master, Tim Alden (from Broadwater) for braving his first open meeting, as well 
as Rob Beere (Frensham) and Chris Parker (Broadwater) for their first outings in 
an Aero. 
 
Results 
 Place Sail No Helm  Club  Class   
 1st 1002 David Cherrill Broadwater RS Aero 9  
 2nd 2093 Peter Barton Lymington RS Aero 9 
 3rd 2152 Ben Rolfe Burghfield RS Aero 9  
 4th 2157 Nigel Rolfe Burghfield RS Aero 9  
 5th 1743 Neil Parsloe Broadwater RS Aero 7  
 6th 1747 Andrew Cooney Broadwater RS Aero 7  
 7th 1930 Paul Bartlett Starcross RS Aero 9  
 8th 1071 Alan Markham Upper Thames RS Aero 9  
 9th 1637 Greg Bartlett Starcross RS Aero 9  
 10th 1792 Andy Hill Hayling Island RS Aero 7 
 11th 1063 Peter Joseph Broadwater RS Aero 9  
 12th 2135 Rob Beere Frensham RS Aero 9  
 13th 2001 Alice Lucy Rutland  RS Aero 7  
 14th 1091 Penelope Gillett Royal Harwich RS Aero 7  
 15th 1217 Jane Hill Broadwater RS Aero 7  
 16th 2002 Tim Alden Broadwater RS Aero 7  
 17th 1582 Mark Rolfe Upton Warren RS Aero 7  
 18th 1750 Chris Parker Broadwater RS Aero 7 



Spring Open Handicap Regatta 2nd April 2017   (by Nick Fairweather) 
 
A good turnout for the Spring Regatta as16 boats vied for position to compete for 
the trophy. It was a bright Spring day with only one problem; the wind forecast 
was for NW 10mph to drop down through the day to 2mph. There was little or no 
wind at the clubhouse end of the lake, so the courses were set at the far end. 
 
Five Enterprises took part in the Enterprise Open, running on the same day, and 
they opted for a separate start. This being the case, their starting sequence was 
arranged for 5 minutes after the Spring Regatta boats got away. This seemed a 
reasonable way to go, but in the first race when there was a half decent breeze, 
there was some concern on the Committee boat that Andy in his Aero would be 
approaching the outer starting buoy at the same time that the Enterprises would 
be on the line to start. Not good. Fortunately the Enterprises managed to get 
away before Andy reached the buoy….. Phew! 
 
Race 1 went well, the breeze held and in 
corrected time Chris Parker in his Solo 
came in first followed, followed by Andy 
Cooney second in his Aero, with Clare 
and John Finnemore in their Miracle third. 
However, the wind was dropping as fore-
cast and only three boats completed a 
second lap. 
 
 
After a short coffee break Race 2 started. The conditions weren’t as good, the 
wind had become more variable and dropped significantly. In the second race 
Chris again came in first followed by David and Sandra Wilson in their Graduate 
with Neil Parsloe in his Aero third. 
 
Race 3 started after a delicious lunch, ably prepared by Pam Hart. So thanks go 
to Pam and all of those who helped her on the day, including Greg who stepped in 
to do some washing up! The wind dropped further to drift conditions and at times 
the lake became a mirror with the odd puff of wind. In the final race Andy in his 
Aero came first, followed by Chris second in his Solo and Neil third in his Aero.    
Needless to say, when everyone came in from the final race for tea, the wind 
picked up in true Broadwater fashion! 
 
The final results for the Spring Regatta were: 
First:   Chris Parker (Solo) 
Second: Andy Cooney (Aero) 
Third:   Dave and Sandra (Graduate) 
 
Thanks to everyone who took part and helped on the day, especially Andy  
Chaplin and Nick Dodge on the Committee Boat and Greg who compiled the final  
results. 



Member Profile            (by Dave Kinnerley) 
 
My first experience of sailing was when I went on a sailing holiday on the Norfolk 
Broads at around the age of twelve or thirteen.  It was obviously something I took 
to as I did the same thing the next year.  A friend, who was also on these 
holidays, bought a Heron dinghy and joined Ruislip Sailing Club.  I also joined 
Ruislip and decided that I would like my own boat, but wanted something with a 
bit more performance than a Heron. So I bought a Graduate and started racing it 
immediately.  At that time, this was around the mid 1960s, Ruislip SC had a very 
competitive Graduate fleet and I raced regularly.  I went to the nationals most 
years as I recall.  I remember my first nationals was at Saundersfoot in 
Pembrokeshire and I also went to Harwich, Falmouth and Llandudno, and 
possibly others that I can't remember plus various open meetings. 
 
After going through college and starting work I sold the Graduate and had a 
Merlin Rocket briefly, but after a change of jobs and moving away from North-
West London and then a 
lengthy trip abroad, following 
the hippy trail to Katmandu, I 
was without a boat. In the 
summer of 1971 I worked as 
a sailing instructor for a 
summer season at Burnham-
on-Crouch.  The instruction 
was mainly in Wayfarers but 
there were occasional trips in 
larger boats including an 
East Coast One Design, a 
classic dayboat built in 1913, 
30 foot in length and beam of 
6 foot 6 inches.   
 
Having settled down to a serious career and temporarily moving back in with my 
parents in Ruislip, I decided to join Kingsmead Sailing Club as I wanted to sail 
regularly throughout the summer, and the problem with Ruislip Sailing Club was 
that there were severely restricted times when one could sail in the summer 
because the water ski club also had use of the lake.  
 
I bought another Graduate and as well as sailing at Kingsmead I did the 
nationals again, including a trip to North Berwick on the Firth of Forth.  It was 
around this time that I decided that I wanted to take a step up in sailing 
performance, so I invested in a kit for a Fireball which I built in my parent's 
garage.  The kit basically consisted of a pile of wood and some plans.  One of 
the first things I had to do was to join two eight foot lengths of ply together, with a 
scarf joint to make the sixteen foot needed. I did a couple of Fireball nationals 
including Whitstable and Torquay. 

Racing my board at Bala in 2014 



After sailing the Fireball for a couple of years I found getting the right crew was 
a problem, so I sold it, bought my first Laser and joined Queen Mary SC.  Their 
Laser fleet was very competitive at that time, a bit like an open meeting every 
weekend with thirty or forty boats.  Although the racing was of a very high 
standard I missed the friendly club atmosphere and so rejoined Kingsmead.  It 
was around this time (1980) that windsurfing was becoming very popular and I 
bought my first board and unofficially joined in the dinghy racing with it at 
Kingsmead.   
 
I then sold my Laser and started to go to board open meetings. I bumped into 
someone who said there was a boardsailing club that met on Saturday morn-
ings using Troy Lake, the home of Rickmansworth SC.  I joined that club which 
was the Colne Valley Boardsailing Club, and that must have been in the early 
1980s.  I was now a board sailor rather than a dinghy sailor, though the type of 
board that I was racing was basically designed to do round the buoys racing, 
the same as dinghies.  
 
This type of board is re-
ferred to as a raceboard 
and has a fully retracting 
centreboard enabling it to 
go upwind as well as any 
dinghy and better than 
most.  
 
Perhaps my greatest sail-
ing achievement came at 
the windsurfing National 
Club Championships in 
1996 at Rutland Water, 
when as a member of the 
Colne Valley team of six, 
we won the event beating 
thirty seven other teams.   
 
I remember that it was 
quite something to be on 
the starting line with over 
two hundred other competi-
tors.   Other members of 
the team included Paul 
Gorsuch and Alan Jackson, 
names that may be familiar 
to some Broadwater   
members. 

      Sailing my Laser at Broadwater - capsizing 
"with style", as captured by Chris Parker.  



In the mid 1990s my two sons were now of an age where they could be taken sail-
ing, so I bought a Mirror dinghy and joined Aldenham Sailing Club, it being the 
nearest to home.  We sailed occasionally at Aldenham, but did not find that it par-
ticularly suited our needs so moved to HOAC, but as the boys were not as keen 
on sailing as myself the Mirror was sold.  Around this time windsurfing was losing 
its popularity and Colne Valley Boardsailing Club disbanded. I wanted somewhere 
not too far from home to be able to sail regularly and Ruislip Sailing Club was still 
just about running,so I sailed my raceboard there a few times, but I knew that 
Ruislip was folding and some of the remaining members were moving to Broad-
water, so I decided to join them.   
 
My first boat at Broadwater was an Enterprise as I was hoping to persuade my 
younger son to crew for me on a regular basis, but it soon became obvious this 
was not something he wanted to do and so the Enterprise was sold. Once again I 
became a Laser owner, as I still am. 
 
All the time I have been a Broadwater member I have been participating in  
windsurfing events.  I belong to an organisation called Seavets, basically for not 
so young windsurfers, and they organise racing and social events.    For the last 
couple of years my wife, who doesn't sail, and I have joined the Seavets near  
Quiberon in southern Brittany for a couple of weeks of socialising and cruising in 
the bay.  I also race with the London Windsurfing Association who organise 
events on reservoirs in and around the London area such as Datchet, Bewl Valley 
and King George.  Occasionally I attend national events and in October last year I 
raced at the National Windsurfing Championships which was held at Rutland  
Water SC, though these days I don't windsurf nearly often enough to be able to 
compete seriously, so I'm just there to make up the numbers but I still enjoy it. 
Although I love sailing at Broadwater it is also nice to see other venues, and it's 
very easy to do so with a windsurfer. 
 

Racing at Queen Mary reservoir 



Junior sailing    (by Pam Hart) 
 
We have had a dream start 

to our junior sailing season 

this year.  We have now 

completed 9 weeks of 

glorious sailing.  Each week, 

the wind has been perfect for 

learning how to sail and our 

returning juniors are making 

excellent progress.  Several 

new families and juniors have 

joined the club, some who 

have sailed at other venues 

and some who are complete 

beginners.   All of our new 

sailors are able to make 

progress up wind.  One of 

our new sailors, Matthew 

Bennett is a competent 

sailor who has raced in the 

Summer Series.   

I have been ably assisted 

by Thomas De Lisle, who 

will be earning money 

instructing over the 

holidays, and Ben Vernon 

who is volunteering as 

part of his Duke of 

Edinburgh Award.  

Becky, Emma and Kate 

Johnson are all doing 

sailing as their D of E 

sport.   

Thank you to all the 

parents and helpers 

who make junior sailing 

possible. 



Strand on the Green Sailing Club       (by David Wilson) 
 
 
We were walking by the Thames recently 
and one of our favourite trips is to Strand 
on the Green near Kew Gardens in West 
London.  Strand on the Green is on the 
opposite bank to Kew Gardens but 
slightly downstream.  To digress, 
opposite Kew Gardens is the Steam 
Museum in Brentford which is a 
worthwhile visit for the mechanically 
minded, particularly when the machines 
are all fired up. 
 

 
The sailing club is located on the 
riverbank under a small railway arch 
and they race upriver to Isleworth 
and downriver to Hammersmith and 
sometimes beyond.  March to mid 
November there is one race on 
Sunday, but being tidal, start times 
vary between 1030 and 7pm.  It 
must be difficult to get into a settled 
routine for this small club! 
 
 

 
Boats sailed are Enterprises, Lasers  
and Solos but I only counted around 20 
boats in all, hiding under the railway 
arch.   
 
The club was founded in 1946, at the 
Bell and Crown pub in Chiswick and in 
the early days boats were moored in 
the river, but in 1964 a rental 
agreement with British Rail saw them 
relocate to the railway arch.  Up until 
2000 there was no electricity or running 
water, but now they have a loo, water 
and electricity.  I  have yet to discover a 
Clubhouse, so guess they repair to the  
adjacent pub. 



The river is very busy, particularly in summer, and 
apart from the cruisers and passenger boats to 
Kew there is considerable interest in rowing.  The 
wind can be fickle and there is the added hazard 
of tide and current.  A stiff ramp to get to the water 
can make recovery arduous.  We have not sailed 
the Graduate here as they do not have any Open 
events, but did compete at Aquarius S.C. which is 
upstream (and narrower) near Hampton Court; a 
great event made even more exciting by many 
other clueless river users. 
 
If you are looking for a good day out, walk along the river at Strand on the 
Green, admire the beautiful pubs, views and houses.  Also admire those who 
sail in tricky circumstances on the Thames. 

Open Day     (by Stewart French) 

Broadwater Open Day was blessed with a glorious sunny afternoon and 
enough wind to allow comfortable sailing around the lake.  Fifty visitors signed 
up for trips on the water, with many having a second and third sail (just to try 
another boat etc).  The galley produced copious supplies of tea, coffee and 
soft drinks accompanied by the most wonderful selection of home-made 
cakes.  The club was looking smart with the grass cut around the berths and 
along each side of the track all the way to the gate.  The junior sailors turned 
out in force giving a masterful display of how to mix sailing skills with having 
fun. There were many enquiries from potential new members and several 
signed up on the day.  Welcome to you all. 

So there we have it, Open Day was a great success.  But is that the end of the 
story? Every year several members leave Broadwater for a variety of reasons, 
and they are all missed and we wish them the best as they move on.  
However, if new members did not join, the club would soon collapse.  Part of 
Broadwater’s charm is that it is in a beautiful quiet secluded location.  The 
negative side to this is that most people don’t even know it’s there.  Potential 
new members find us through the website and word of mouth.  The Open Day 
gives the club a day to show off what is available. This year 8 foot banners 
were placed at prominent positions on road junctions announcing the Open 
Day details.  Literally thousands of people must have seen them.  I am sure 
this helped generate the great attendance on the day. 

Open Day was made possible with help from many people who sailed the 
boats, provided safety cover on the water, manned the welcome group, the 
jetty, the BBQ and the galley, the home cooks who provided cakes, the team 
that cut grass and bushes,  the junior sailors and all the others who make the 
club function.  Thank you all.  Finally, a special thank you to Sonia for taking 
on the overall organisation and making sure all the individual parts came 
together for a resounding success.  



Egyptian Geese    (by Alan Darvill)  
 
I wonder how many of 
you noticed the long-
legged birds grazing in 
the car park and club 
grounds in May.  This 
year they were accompa-
nied by their eight young-
sters (now down to five). 
We know them as Egyp-
tian geese. They are not 
native to the UK and I 
wanted to know more 
about them. I had taken 
several photos of them 
and decided to ask my 
youngest son, Ralph, who is a Birder.  This is what he came up with.   
 
Egyptian Geese are a species native to the African continent, in Egypt (where 
now scarce), and south of the Sahara. Such geese were a desirable import to 
Britain as early as the 17th Century, when they were in the King’s collection in St. 
James’ Park.  They became more commonly kept in the 18th century and many 
estates had them for their ornamental lakes, especially the estates of Holkham, 
Gunton, Blickling and Kimberley in Norfolk, Biton and Crediton in Devon, Gosford 
in Lothian and Woburn in Bedfordshire. 
 
Reports from the time show that many birds were unconfined and roved around 
the countryside, especially in winter.  By the 19th century it is likely that there 
were properly feral birds, and occurrences on the east coast might have related 
to large feral populations in Holland. 

 
The Norfolk feral population was 
the only one to survive into recent 
times. The species was admitted to 
the British List in 1971 and more 
detailed information was collected 
– especially as observers now 
wanted the bird for their “list”. 
 
The Breeding Birds Atlas of 1968-
72 recorded 300-400 birds, almost 
exclusively in Norfolk, but by the 
early 80s the Winter Atlas recorded 
over 500 birds, still mostly in  
Norfolk. 



 
 
There has been a slow 
spread of the species 
across England, starting 
in Breckland and reach-
ing Essex(1979), Somer-
set(1982) and Cam-
bridgeshire(1988) and 
they are recorded in 
many countries. Across 
Europe it is reckoned that 
they have re-colonised 
their historical breeding 
areas. 
 
 
 

 
Research suggests that their  relatively slow spread might be because the British 
Isles is at the limit of their climatic tolerance. With global temperatures on the rise 
they may become more successful. 
 
In the Netherlands, where the species is far more numerous, spring and summer 
temperatures are on average 2 degrees higher.  Egyptian Geese breed in the 
spring and this may relate to a high chick mortality rate. Carrion crows are a key 
predator. 
 
 
The Broadwater birds 
are well established 
and have been using 
the canal as a flyway 
in Watford and other 
sites. 
 
 
 
Sources : Christopher 
Lever: “Naturalised 
Birds of the world” 
Simon Holland Histori-
cal Atlas. Breeding 
birds in Britain and 
Ireland 1875-1988.  
 



Above : A great shot taken from the clubhouse on a winter evening (by 
Dave Kinnerley).  
 
Below : An aerial shot of Broadwater lake and the canal. Taken from the 
Old Orchard pub at the top of the hill.  


