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Top : Catherine Turner, past commodore and secretary, enjoying some  
Albacore sailing in the summer with Brian Deacon. 
Bottom : Nick Fairweather and his son at the same event in Weymouth. 



Editorial 
2017 has certainly been quite memorable and I’m not thinking of Trump or Brexit.  
The club has had a wide variety of weather, including plenty of windy days. We 
have also had lots of new members, some leavers (sadly),  the usual batch of 
open meetings and also club representation at many events around the country.  
And of course we have had weed...lots of weed!   This issue covers some of 
these goings on and even tries to educate as well as amuse.  

Continuing with his series of excellent technical articles, we have the first part of 
an interesting article on hulls from Peter Joseph. As mentioned, our members 
continue to travel to open meetings and major championships and some have 
reported back. So we have a nice report by Brian Deacon on the Albacore Inter-
nationals, where a number of club members ventured forth.  And Dave Patrick 
has kindly summarised his first experience of a competitive but chastening Phan-
tom nationals. Both our fearless reporters came back with some great photos and 
clearly enjoyed themselves. Dave Wilson, who generally travels to more warmer 
climes than the open meetings of the UK, did manage to visit Stone week, and 
tells us about another breezy affair.  

The dreaded weed was, as we will all be aware, more in evidence than ever this 
summer, and so it is clearly important for the members to know what our options 
are. Dave Weatherhead reviews the limited options for tackling the problem but 
lets hope it was a particularly bad year for weed. I’m aware of other clubs who 
have had to close lakes for a few months, which we did at least avoid, although it 
certainly got pretty bad at times!. 

Our commodore describes his commodore’s challenge weekend and we have 
some new committee members (Neil Parsloe and Colin Elliot), both of whom 
have put pen to paper regarding their respective roles.  

Finally, Don Kyle has provided an obituary for Sam Thomas, a long time member 
who sadly died recently.    

Thanks as always to all those who have 
contributed articles and pictures. Hope to 
see you on the water or at the club , racing, 
cruising or just enjoying the view.  Cheers  

Andy Cooney (Aero 1747) 

Cover Picture—Another new design, the Hadron 2, which Andy Chapman 
has introduced to the club. It’s Andy’s boat but he’s not sailing it here! 



Commodore’s Corner 

Greetings All. 
 
As the weather has now turned, it is pleasing 
to be able to look back on a successful  sum-
mer of sailing on all fronts, with well  attended 
activities at all levels - Sunday racing, 
Wednesday racing Junior sailing and special 
events.  
 

Sunday racing continues to be  well attended and competitive (in the best sense 
of the word), with a good variety of boats   being raced and a number of new 
members taking part. The Wednesday  morning racing - commonly referred to 
as the bus pass series - that proved so popular last winter for those with more 
leisure time, has returned. If you have an odd Wednesday morning free, do 
come to the club and join in. The racing is very relaxing! 
 
Junior sailing is thriving, as those of you who have been down to the club on a 
Saturday afternoon will be aware. It is pleasing to see club boats being well 
used, with Optimist, Topper and Laser dinghies  all regularly on the water for the 
junior sailing days. The junior section is run by an enthusiastic team of mem-
bers, led by Pam Hart. It is sad to report that Pam, who has nurtured junior sail-
ing so successfully, suffered a stroke and was hospitalised in October. I am sure 
we all wish her all the best for a speedy recovery.  
 
You will notice - I hope - that we have a new Membership Secretary. Collin Elliot 
has taken over from Catherine Turner, with immediate effect. Catherine and 
Mark have moved away from the area.  Catherine will no longer be seen down 
at the club, checking boat berths or apologising for her dogs behaviour!        
 
Catherine is a long-standing member having first joined the club in her youth (so 
not that longstanding), and was Commodore prior to being Membership Secre-
tary.   I, for one, will miss her uncanny knack of remembering who everyone 
was/is!   Mark ran the duty Officer register and you will see from other articles 
that he has handed that responsibility on to Neil Parsloe. So thank you Mark and 
Catherine for all you have done for the club over the years and good luck to Neil 
and Colin in your new roles. 
 
Some of you will remember John Buckley, a long-standing member. John was a 
quiet and gentle man with an eclectic collection of boats. John died in Septem-
ber this year. His brother came over from Canada and held a memorial gather-
ing at Broadwater in October. 
 
Dave Tonge, Commodore 



The Commodore’s challenge 
This year saw the inauguration of this new fixture on the club calendar, intended to 
be a sociable afternoon to appeal to as many club members as possible. It was 
held on a hot sunny Saturday afternoon in September and although light winds 
meant that more formal racing wasn’t possible, there were plenty of fun activities. 
 
Both team and individual events were run, the aim being to give all ages and all 
abilities a chance to win a prize. The first event was the Topper Portage race. This 
involved teams of six, of which 2 had to be under 10 and 2 had to be over 18. The 
race started with a sail from slipway number 2, back to slipway number 1 via the 
yellow mark positioned between the club line and No 12 buoy. The boats then had 
to be transported over land, back to slipway number 2. 6 laps ensured that all 
team members had to sail. Penalties were given for dragging rudders, sheets etc. 
across the ground. One paddle per boat was also allowed.  
 
The Commodore’s challenge itself ran all day, with Dave Bangor diligently record-
ing times on a scrap of paper. Before anyone had arrived the Commodore set off 
in the club laser to set a time round a simple course. The objective for the chal-
lengers was to get as close to the Commodore’s time as possible. The Commo-
dore's time (25mins) was not divulged to the challengers until the end of the day. 
In difficult conditions the course was; a club line start, leaving Buoy 12 to star-
board and then leaving Buoy 1 to starboard and finally back over the club line. 
Simple but effective. Challengers could have as many attempts as they liked.  
 
The next event was another team affair - an on-water tug of war. Teams of six in a 
Topper paddled furiously to tug the opposition across the line (a flag on a rope 
over the edge of a pontoon). The Commodore had a lot of fun blowing a whistle 
and waving his arms around.  The final event was an Oppie team relay. Each 
member of the team had to sail an Oppie from the main pontoon round Buoy 1 
and back to change over. With light winds paddles were allowed, causing some 
boats to ‘spiral’ round the course.  
 
The day culminated with a Fish and Chip supper and prize giving. It is worth noting 
that the fixture marks an important landmark in recent club history - nobody called 
Dave won anything! (if you don't understand the significance of this look at series 
race results on the club website).  The objective of having some fun on the water 
was certainly met and the day is in the calendar for next year (September 1st) so 
make a note in your diary to come and join in the fun.   A big thank you to every-
one who helped run and joined in the event. 
 
Buoyancy Aids a reminder 
An ongoing discussion at recent committee meetings has been safety and the use 
of personal buoyancy devices by club members and you may have noticed on the 
clubs website that a change of instruction has been issued by the race committee 
to the effect that buoyancy aids must be worn by all racers.  Buoyancy aids must 
be worn at any time by anyone using the clubs safety boats. Junior sailors (under 
14) must wear a buoyancy aid when on or in proximity of the water.  



Duty Officer / Race Officer / Fast Safety Boat rotas  
 
In October I took over creating the Duty Officer (DO) and Fast 
Safety Boat (FSB) rotas from Mark Turner as he and Catherine 
were moving to Dorset. I am now also temporarily looking after 
the Race Officer (RO) rota for Greg Hart. 
 

The club uses Dutyman software to manage the rotas. It automatically sends you 
an email when you get allocated a duty, and you also get reminder emails.  If your 
email address changes during the year please therefore update it on Dutyman 
and also tell Colin Elliot our new Membership Secretary. 
 
The quickest way to get to Dutyman is to click on the ‘All events and duties’  text 
link in the bottom right corner of the club website's home page.   The rota for DO's 
is listed up to end of September 2018, for RO's and their assistants up to the end 
of 2018, and for FSB drivers up to August 2018. 
 
If you can't make the date(s) allocated, please try and swap with someone as 
there are plenty of other dates you can swap to. The Dutyman system makes it 
easy to swap of dates. Please do not contact me and ask me to arrange the swap 
for you because I cannot do this for 200 members and still have a life!  
 
It is important for DO's to turn up to provide support for their fellow club members, 
and the duty comes round less than twice a year, so the club is not really asking 
too much of you.  Remember to sign in when doing your duty or you will be 
classed as not showing up for it. The sign-in sheet is on the notice board on the 
right as you come into the club room, between the door and the kitchen (or should 
I call it galley) serving hatch. 
 
Of the 15 DO slots in October 2017 there were 4 ‘no shows’. 25% of DO's not 
turning up to provide fellow members with safety cover whilst afloat is unaccepta-
ble. By comparison there were only 2 ‘no shows’ on the RO and FSB  rotas in the 
whole of last year.  Please be aware that ‘no shows’ will be put back into the rota 
in the first available space, which may be at short notice. So I strongly encourage 
everyone to swap if they are not able to be at the club on the date allocated. 
 
Lastly we have far more members who do DO than Assistant Race Officer (ARO).  
If anyone would like to swap from being a DO to ARO please let me know. (You 
can’t just swap on Dutyman from a DO to ARO duty). No racing experience is 
needed as your friendly RO will explain everything to you. This is an ideal way of 
learning how racing works. All ARO duties are on Sunday's from 9.15 till 13.30. 
 
If you have any queries about the duties or rota please catch me at the club, or 
contact me using email via the club website. Go to About Broadwater, then Main 
Committee, then click on the Duty Officer Secretary photo to send me an email. 
 
Neil Parsloe, Duty Officer Secretary 



Membership 
As you may have noticed from the Club website, you now have a 
new Membership Secretary. Catherine had been trying for some 
time to sell her house and move down to the West Country. Having 
had a sale fall through, it all happened very suddenly, so I offered to 
take on her post, and was accepted!   Firstly I would like to pay 
tribute to Catherine for her unswerving efforts both as Membership 

Secretary and previously as Commodore. She will be a hard act to follow. 
 
For those of you who have no idea who I am, my wife Val and I have been members 
of BSC since 1984. Our three children were in the founding group of ‘Junior Sailing’ 
when it first appeared. We sail a variety of dinghies - Solo, GP14, and a new 
venture, Seafly. Lately, events have conspired to keep me off the water, but this is 
being remedied. 
 
In the course of the handover of responsibilities, it became clear that maintaining 
order in the dinghy park, and keeping accurate records of the craft therein is harder 
than maintaining the database. Members can ease that burden by updating the 
Membership Secretary about any change to the information supplied on either the 
Application or Renewal Forms. Generally all contact will be via email, so it is 
important that members keep us up to date with their email addresses, also their 
home address, telephone number and dinghy details. 
 
The dinghy park is for the storage of member’s dinghies, to be sailed on the lake. 
Any other form of boat, paddle board, cabin cruiser etc. should be kept elsewhere. 
No dinghy should be brought into the dinghy park without obtaining a vacant berth 
number from me first. This way, we can avoid friction with other members, who are 
upset when they return their dinghy to the Club only to find ‘someone has pinched 
their berth.’ After all it is only good manners. 
 
I hope to start restoring the marking out of the berth numbering at some point, to aid 
navigation, and carry out an audit against the current record. As you may have 
noticed, we have been clearing out abandoned craft to make space for new 
members. We will continue do our best to group dinghies by Class, length, mast up/
down etc. depending on the length of the available space. Anyone with more than 
one dinghy has to pay a berth fee for each.  The trailer park is in a state and will 
need addressing at some point. It is quite possible to remove the wheels of your 
trailer and store it under your dinghy and trolley, as I do myself. This will help ease 
the congestion, enable grass cutting, and maybe free up more dinghy berths.  
 
Could I also remind members to lock the combination padlocks onto either the gate 
lock mechanism or something substantial (with the number scrambled) if a gate is 
open. This prevents theft of the padlock or giving away of the code. At one point we 
were losing a padlock a month!  Anyway, enough from me, and although I have 
been a member for nearly 35 years, I look forward to challenge of getting to know 
you all in the future.      
     Colin Elliot, Membership Secretary  



Hulls and Planing (part 1)    (by Peter Joseph) 
 
In the last issue of Broadreach, I considered the evolution of sails and sailmaking 
and the benefits to our sport. This time I’m looking at hulls; some history, 
construction methods and a bit of technique to get the best out of them. 
 
The Development of Materials and Construction 
The earliest boat-builders had little choice of material. It was all organic and 
except for the South American reed boats and the wicker, hide and pitch 
construction of traditional coracles, the material of choice was, of course, wood. 
The Native Americans first made their canoes by hollowing out a log, but with the 
development of saws, boat building from the Vikings to the medieval European 
civilisations moved to methods using planks or sheets of wood.  

 
The first small sports sailing dinghies, 
which evolved from working boats at 
the end of the 1800s, were made from 
planks covering a frame. This resulted 
in strong but heavy boats, and 
required a high level of skill to fit the 
planks and seal the gaps between 
them with caulk, so that they didn’t 
leak. The planks either butt up against 
each other to form a relatively smooth 
hull, called carvel construction, or 
overlap, called clinker construction. 
While there are still plenty of classics 

built in this way, they are very unlikely to be found in racing dinghy fleets. That 
said, there are one or two pretty, traditional, gaff-rigged, clinker-built cruising 
boats at Broadwater, and the hull of a Merlin Rocket is elegantly shaped to look 
like it’s clinker-built, even though the modern ones are not even made of wood. 
 
 

 



During the Second World War plywood became a major building material for 
aircraft, and after the war it was widely adopted for building sailing dinghies. 
Two primary methods of construction were used: timber framed, where the 
shape of the boat is formed with bulkheads and a transom mounted on a keel 
plank, and then joined along the chines with stringers, before being covered 
with plywood: and the lighter “stitch and glue” method, where there are no 
stringers along the chines and the plywood sheets are mounted directly onto 
the bulkheads, held in place with copper wires stitches and then bonded 
together with resin-impregnated glass fibre tape. 

Jack Holt designed many dinghies, often 
to be built by home handymen, using 
these construction techniques. The 
Enterprise (launched in 1956) was built 
using plywood on a timber frame, 
whereas the Mirror Dinghy (1962) and 
later and larger Miracle (1975) both used 
stitch and glue. One significant benefit of 
the more modern stitch and glue method 
is a reduction in weight. The hull of a 
Miracle weighs 63kg, while an Enterprise 
weighs 93kg. Admittedly, an Enterprise 
is about 4 per cent longer, but even 
allowing for this, stitch and glue is still 
about 30 per cent lighter than a full 
wooden frame. While fibreglass, or more 
formally Glass Reinforced Plastic (GRP), 
has been used for dinghy construction 
since the 1940s, the first examples from 
the United States were heavy, using thick 
layers of glass fibre mat, reinforced with 
lots of polyester resin to give them 
excess strength. They were also often 
angular in shape as many were GRP 
versions of plywood hulls. 

One of the main advantages of GRP is the possibility to make complex shapes 
that are not practical using plywood sheets, and to use the material more 
sparingly at non-stress-bearing points to reduce the weight. Mass production 
is also easier as, once a mould has been made, hulls can be produced with far 
less labour that building wooden boats.  The Laser, launched in 1971, was an 
incredibly successful embodiment of these concepts, with a 4.4m hull weighing 
just 56.7kg, which is rather less than the stitch and glue of a similar sized 
Miracle. It’s no wonder well over 200,000 have been sold. 

Above: GRP allows for complex 
shapes as seen with the RS 300.  
Below : the iconic  laser dinghy. 



The next development in the evolution of composite 
dinghy construction was the use of the foam sandwich. 
Here the amount of GRP is reduced substantially by 
substituting light-weight air-filled foam in volumes 
previously filled with resin and fibre. While the foam is 
very light it cannot cope with high stresses, and so the 
load-bearing parts of these boats are often strengthened 
with carbon fibre, Kevlar, wood or metal inserts.  
 
The RS Aero, launched in 2014, is a recent example of  
a boat that was designed from the start for foam  
sandwich construction and its hull weighs just 30kg.  

 

However, as the method 
uses sheets of material, it is 
relatively easy to adapt 
plywood designs for foam 
construction and modern 
Solos, Phantoms and many 
other designs are now also 
built in this way.  
 

Finally, it is worth mentioning rotomolded boats such as the RS Feva, Topper 
and Laser Pico. These are made by injecting a molten thermoplastic into a 
spinning mould to produce the hull in just one or two parts. This is even quicker 
and cheaper than other methods when 
high production volumes are anticipated, 
but is not suitable for more niche designs 
because the moulds are very expensive.  
 
Rotomolded boats are very durable and 
need little maintenance, so are excellent 
starter boats and school boats, although 
they are rather heavier than other 
modern methods of construction. 
 
Carbon fibre, Kevlar and other specialist 
fibres offer even greater gains in strength 
for their weight, but they are expensive 
so, excepting thoroughbreds like the 
America’s Cup boats, tend to be 
reserved for strategic strengthening and 
for the construction of foils. 

The RS Aero, now 
well known to club 
members  

The RS Feva, more robust and 
cheaper -  another successful  design.  



Here’s how hull weights have improved over the years.  

The Mirror dinghy, a design classic still attracting over 100 boats to its nationals. 
It has of course changed with the times and the hulls are now often fibreglass. 



Phantom Nationals at Highcliffe—September 2017   (by Dave Patrick) 
 
It's spookily appropriate to be writing about Phantoms in October! And yes the 
Nationals were a bit of a haunting event with plenty of howling (and whooping)  
but that's enough of the ghostly references. Leigh Riddell and I (Dave Patrick) 
travelled from Broadwater down to Mudeford near Christchurch early on Friday 
8th Sept for the 3 day event. The start of Race 1 on Friday was delayed, as the 
RO looked for a quiet window in the 40 knot gusts, and in a sea which was 
definitely 'lumpy'. And whilst the line-up of 60 Phantoms looked truly impressive 
in the boat park, only about half started due to the conditions. And even fewer 
actually finished. Leigh decided to brave it, but then suffered a broken 
gooseneck in a high-speed Chinese jibe incident, culminating in a bit of a swim. 
 
Conditions on Saturday were much 
kinder, with wind down(!) to 25 knot 
gusts and the sea rather more 
moderate. Leigh was back on the 
water, thanks to Bowmoor Jon's 
well-stocked tool and spares box 
and a bit of frantic mast drilling. 
The racing was still very testing for 
us lighter Phantom pilots (at times I 
felt much more like a pilot than a 
crew), especially on the downwind 
legs where the fine line between 
full planing excitement and sheer 
terror was frequently crossed,  
often with each passing wave. Phantoms carry weight well, and in those 
conditions there was a definite stability advantage for the 16/17 stone crews. I 
took several swims during the morning, finding the water quite pleasantly warm. 
 
Sunday races started early due to reports of more heavy weather coming east 
from Weymouth and 2 races were clocked up in the building force 4 before the 
fleet ran for the shelter of the bar and prize giving, ahead of the real winds.  
There were many heroic tales to be told, and amongst the battered fleet was 
another gooseneck breakage (identical to Leigh's), 3 broken masts and even a 
deck that had separated from the hull. Epic, wild, gnarly and brutal were 
adjectives that seemed to crop up the most often, but also that warm feeling of 
having survived a real beating. 
 
Overall placing put Leigh at 36th and Dave 46th. So, as the bruising fades I 
reflect that there's plenty of room for improvement, and whilst our picturesque 
pond is a brilliant spot, it's no real preparation for those kind of sea sailing 
conditions. But more practice, more beer, more pies and more cake will 
definitely help. 



 

 

Some great pictures from the Phantom National Championships held in  
September.   Above, jostling for position on the start line.  
Below, the first driverless dinghy….or is the Phantom just living up to it’s name!  



 
 
 
 

Nice atmospheric shots….sailing into the sunset on a Wednesday evening 
and a quiet day at the lake. 



 

A nice selection of photos taken over the year during 
Sunday racing - courtesy of Steve Troll. 



Broadwater were well  represented at the Albacore Internationals in  
Weymouth last summer.  Experienced sailors, Graham Darvill (above) and 
Brian Deacon (below) both enjoyed the strong winds.    



Albacore Internationals at Weymouth                     (by Brian Deacon) 

At this year’s Broadwater Albacore Open meeting 
there was some discussion on the veranda about the 
Albacore Association looking for dinghies to rent to 
sailors coming from abroad to take part in the Albacore 
Internationals in August.  It was suggested that my 
Albacore might be suitable for renting and I might be 
happy to allow this.  I agreed, but said it was a shame I 
could not enter myself without a regular crew, due to 
Karen’s arthritis.  As luck would have it, Catherine was 
sitting further down the veranda, she overheard my 
remark, and called out that she would crew.  So, in the 
space of a few minutes I had committed to enter the Albacore Association Na-
tionals and Internationals at the Weymouth and Portland Sailing Academy (on 
the Olympic sailing ground).  After further debate, Graham Darvill and Mike Bow-
ers, then Nick Fairweather and Donel, also signed up for the week.  Graham 
booked a holiday let for us so we were all set for some exciting sailing. 

 The sailing academy is a great facility, very well organised with good catering 
and lots of space for storage and rigging, but the smallest changing rooms I 
have seen at any club!  There is sailing in Portland Harbour (a very large       
expanse of water) or in Weymouth Bay depending on the wind and sea state.  

My week started with a bit of hassle due to double booking with a Caterham car 
club event; so I had to tow the Albacore to Weymouth and drop it in the dinghy 
park, drive home, drive down again in my Caterham, and then do the same in 
reverse at the end of the week!  Graham’s wife and son , Heather and Jamie, 
had also decided to spend the week in Weymouth, so we ended up with two 
‘Broadwater’ houses on Portland and one in Weymouth for Donel and his wife 
Isabel.  A really good showing from a small lake club. 

Racing started on the Sunday, with two back to back races out in Weymouth 
Bay.  The organisation was very good with all being released (technical term, 
nobody launches until the Beach Master says so) from the slipway on signal, 
and all carrying tallies (arm bands with numbers so that they can tell if some-
body does not come back, much more important than signing off at Broadwater!) 

The courses were all triangles and sausages, with a large fleet of rescue and 
race organisation vessels in attendance around the sixty-three strong fleet of         
Albacores.  Sailing out into the bay for the first races Catherine and I had a taste 
of things to come, with a good strong wind and short, choppy waves making the 
sailing very bumpy and wet. We also began to get some idea of the distances 
involved as it took us over an hour of sailing just to get to the start line.  



The first two races were exhausting for lake sailors, and showed that you cannot 
learn wave sailing techniques just from reading books. Watching some of the 
experts at this was a real eye opener.  But we managed to finish both races 
about two thirds of the way down the fleet, and without a capsize!  Although it 
would have been nice, I had not expected to do much better than that due to the 
calibre of helms and crews in the fleet. You do not ship your dinghy all the way 
from the USA unless you are a serious sailor!  Graham and Mike also finished 
both races, a bit further up the fleet than us. Nick and Donel completed the first 
race, but then had to retire in the second with a lifting rudder problem that was 
bound to cause a capsize in the prevailing conditions had they continued the 
race.  After completing the races we then had an hour’s sail back to the slipway, 
a welcome arrival especially as beer and pasta were handed out as soon as we 
were ashore.  A great first day followed by dinner in the club and a few beers to 
help tell the stories of screaming planes and near misses. 

Monday started with a little less wind, but still a good sailing breeze. The RO 
decided to set courses in Portland Harbour, but still with a start line across near 
the north entrance so another 30 to 40 minutes to the start.  Less sunshine but 
still a good sail. The Broadwater team finished both races in similar fleet positions 
with Graham and Mike getting the best result at 21st in the fourth race. We 
survived a few gear failures with Nick and Donel losing their fly away pole due to 
the elastic breaking and my tiller extension rubber joint threatening to break. The 
on-site chandler only seemed to be open for about 30 minutes after racing, but 
we all managed our repairs.  
 
Tuesday morning was a waiting game. With 
the wind forecast to increase we were held 
at the club for an hour, then released to race 
out in Weymouth bay. The wind built slowly 
through the afternoon giving some more fine 
racing. There was a controversial  move by 
the RO when he abandoned the second 
race about 20 minutes after the start due to 
a large wind shift (imagine doing this at 
Broadwater!!). We then stayed hove-to for 
some time awaiting developments and not 
sure what was happening or if the race 
would be re-run. A lesson here, if I’d got to 
know their flag signals properly then I might 
have known what was happening! 
Eventually we started again and completed 
the day in a rising wind. All the Broadwater 
boats again completing the races and with 
no capsizes.  Once ashore, everybody 
seemed to agree that the abandoned race 
had featured their best start and first beat! 

Nick and Donel enjoying the high 
standard of racing at the Albacore 
Internationals at Weymouth.  



Wednesday was a non sailing 
day, with time to recuperate, wash 
clothes and generally laze about. 
It was the only day of the week 
that it rained so good planning by 
somebody. Nick left the house 
(sounds like Big Brother) to move 
in with Isabel, Donel and wife 
Anne who had just arrived for the 
rest of the week. Catherine had 
gone home as planned after the 
dinner on Tuesday evening, but 
Dave Tonge was heading to Wey-
mouth as my new crew (the RO 

said I was bringing in a ringer for the last two days!)  
Thursday started with sunshine and a F4 wind, and we went back into the bay for 
two more races. The wind got lighter and more shifty, but not as shifty as Broad-
water, as the day went on. Another great day’s sailing with all Broadwater boats 
finishing. 
Friday was the last day.  This time racing was in the harbour with a forecast for 
increasing wind during the day.  The RO decided to start an hour early to get the 
races in before the wind increased to F5 gusting F6 and give people time to start 
de rigging dinghies after the race.  It was another great day, albeit tiring.  The 
tacking, not so much according to wind shifts, but because my legs were 
tired!  The RO moved the marks for the finish so that we ended on a one and half 
mile broad reach with fast planning in strong wind and waves - fantastic sailing.  
 
This ended the week on a high and 
made all the discomforts worth it.  
Highlights of the week: great sailing, 
large fleet of very friendly sailors, great 
food and organisation, lovely fruit cake 
every day between races (courtesy of 
Catherine), and interesting conversa-
tions with the locals in the Little 
Ship!  Also, Graham winning a sailing 
bag and a new jib in the spot prizes 
draw, and the debate in the dinghy 
park on the non-sailing day about car-
rying a spare jib on an Albacore and 
the rules not actually saying where it 
should be carried. The view was ex-
pressed that perhaps we could get 
away with flying two jibs downwind, 
but I am sure the committee will close 
that loophole very quickly!  



Autumn Regatta—1st August                                    (by Pam Hart) 
 
Twenty boats from nine separate classes lined up for the first race of the Autumn 
Regatta, a pursuit race.  The weather forecast had not looked very promising, with 
strong winds and rain predicted.  However, the wind stayed a steady force 3 with 
just a few gusts at the end of race 2 and the rain did not start until after the final 
race.  Setting courses was not difficult for race officer Greg Hart and deputy Pam.  
Doug on the safety boat had one rescue to contend with.  In race 1, Chris Parker 
was amongst the early starters and gained an unassailable lead.  He was followed 
by Andy Cooney and Neil Parsloe, second and third respectively in their Aeros.   
 
The second race was a handicap race.  This race got off to a good start with all of 
the participants displaying excellent manners on the start line.  First place was tak-
en by Neil Parsloe, with Chris Parker second and David Kinnerley in Laser 29 in 
third place.  The final race, another handicap race, took place after a delicious 
meal cooked and served by Sonia and Ian Cherkas.  Three sailors were in the run-
ning for first place in the event overall.  Once again, the race got off to a clean start 
and Andy Cooney and Neil Parsloe were soon swapping positions, vying for the 
lead.  Chris Parker was not far behind them.  It was impossible to tell which posi-
tion the three top sailors had finished in until the corrected times had been calcu-
lated.  It soon became clear that all three had finished with three points.  Final po-
sitions went with the order established in the final race; Andy Cooney 1st, Neil 
Parsloe 2nd and Chris Parker 3rd.   
 
  RESULTS

 

Parker, Cooney and Parsloe battled it out for the Autumn regatta honours. 

NAME BOAT SAIL 
NO 

RACE 
1 

RACE 
2 

RACE 
3 

PTS POS 

A.COONEY AERO 1747 2 4 1 3 1 
N.PARSLOE AERO 1743 3 1 2 3 2 

C.PARKER SOLO 4689 1 2 3 3 3 



OBITUARY 
 

                               Sam Thomas 1936-2017        
 
Some of our longer serving members will have fond memories of Sam who 
sadly passed away on 27th October last, aged 81.  With the membership  
number 161, he was one of the very early members of the club when it was 
located at the other end of the lake.  I first met him in 1992, shortly after I 
joined the club, when I was co-opted onto the committee.  Sam was by then 
one of the longest serving secretaries.  He was very active at Broadwater  
sailing, socially and helping to maintain the club.  By profession he was an 
electrician and looked after the electrics in the clubhouse for quite a few 
years. He did much of electrical work on the new club house when we moved 
sites, which meant crawling around in the loft.  Being a keen bird watcher he 
also gave some talks and organised walks for Broadwater members.  In 1994 
he had an Enterprise and Solo, but soon after he only sailed and raced a   
Solo.  He organised the, then very popular quiz night for club members, with 
a fish and chip  supper.  He had a passion for sea shanties and some of you 
will remember him singing them at Broadwater events whenever he got the 
chance. 
 
Sam had a much wider range of interests including bowling. He was also a 
pretty good artist, and a great fan of Arthur Ransome, having read all the 
books and visited many of the places mentioned in them, which may have 
been one reason for trailing his boat up to the Norfolk Broads a few times for 
the annual family holiday. 
 
After he had retired and given up sailing, the club found itself in need of a 
cleaner, so Sam and his wife Margaret stepped into the breach. They had a 
delightful Jack Russell terrier called Poppy who at that time was the only dog 
allowed on the club premises. 
 
Sam’s funeral service was held at the Chiltern Crematorium on 14th Novem-
ber and it was a testament to his popularity and many interests that so many  
relatives and friends attended.  He will be sadly missed by those who were 
privileged to know him, and our thoughts and condolences go to Margaret 
and their extensive family. 
 
 
(By Don Kyle with welcome contributions from Chris Brooks, Brian Deacon 
and Clare Medcalf). 



WEED…...                         (by Dave Weatherhead) 

The weed intrusion on Broadwater Lake this year has been much more 
extensive than any of us can remember. The problem seems to have been 
caused by clear water, warm weather in late May and most of June, combined 
with an historic low water level. This particular combination allowed the 
sunlight to reach to the bottom of the lake and stimulated early weed growth. 
 
Past history suggests that this weed growth tends to be cyclic, so all may be 
well next year….or maybe not!  If the conditions of 2017 were to repeat again 
next year, what options would we have to contain the weed and allow us to 
improve the summer sailing? 
 
In 2013 the RYA produced a very good in-depth review of weed control 
options (RYA Dealing with Weed, UK Guidance March 2013). I suggest this as 
very good reading on the subject. 

Weed cutting 
equipment comes 
in many shapes 
and sizes but it’s 
very expensive and 
requires members 
to give up  a lot of 
their time.  

Spotting the weed became a key part of the racing over the summer. 



The options 

There are basically 3 options available, as suggested by the RYA and 
summarized below; 
 

Weed cutting; for our lake this would be a major operation requiring a 
significant investment in weed cutters, and almost certainly additional 
equipment to recover the cut weed, remove it from the lake and store it 
ashore whilst waiting for it to rot. It would require major support and time 
from club members. Activity would need to be ongoing throughout the 
summer period. 

 
Ploughing/Harrowing; basically this means raking the bottom of the lake in 

February/March to disrupt the early growth of the weed. Once again it 
would require the purchase of a towboat (tug) and harrow, and also 
significant club member support. Also, it is not clear whether this 
technique would be suitable for Broadwater due to the very irregular 
lake bottom with its many sub-surface obstructions. 

 
Dye; it is feasible to add dye to the water in early spring to prevent sunlight 

reaching the lake bottom, thus inhibiting weed growth. Again the cost 
would be significant and we would need to treat the whole lake including 
the nature reserve area. Several treatments might be needed. 

 
There is a fourth option using sound transmission, but this is mainly targeted at 
algae control and is not really applicable to our situation. It is also very 
expensive to install the equipment. 
 
All of the above solutions would require extensive discussions beforehand with 
nature reserve officers, the fishermen, the water authority, the lake owners and 
also possibly the Local Authority and the Department of the Environment. 
   
In conclusion there is no easy solution or quick fix to the weed problem, but I 
don’t suppose any of us had high expectations! 

Weed cutters come in many forms, all expensive and still labour intensive. 



Rain and wind 
 
The water level at Broadwater Lake remains stubbornly lower than we have seen 
in recent years and my curiosity has caused me to investigate rainfall data for 
our area. I managed to access Met Office information for SE and Central 
Southern England on a monthly basis from 1910, and also average monthly 
weather data from Heathrow Airport from 1981. 
 
Without getting and giving data overload, here are my deductions: 
 
 Average annual rainfall at Heathrow (nr. Broadwater) is about 602 mm  
 Average annual rainfall in SE and Central S England is about 816 mm 
 Monthly rainfall from January to October 2017 has been about 6% lower 

than average. 
 
But the interesting bit of data is the rainfall from January 2017 to end April 2017, 
which was about 28% less than average.  
 
Statistics are always a bit dangerous; but it seems to me that we did indeed have 
very low rainfall in the early part of the year when we would expect the water 
level in the lake to rise. The rain that fell in the summer was more likely to have 
been absorbed into plant growth and evaporation. Hence the lake water level 
has remained stubbornly low. 
 
To state the obvious; we need to hope for significant rain from now until the end 
of April 2018 to get the lake water level back to ‘normal’. 
 
As a bit of an aside, the average monthly wind speed at Heathrow ranged from 
about 7 knots in the winter to 6 knots in the summer, which is less of a variant 
than I would have expected. Also, the predominant wind direction was 
unsurprisingly in the S West/West sector.  You may wish to think about 
optimizing your boats for those conditions, but don’t ask me how! 
 
  RAIN     WIND 



Stone Week 2017           (by David Wilson) 

Some things in life are beyond our understanding and 
remain complete mysteries. Tracey Emin made a 
professor at the Royal Academy, the Marie Celeste affair, 
the continuing popularity of Spandau Ballet, and why after 
a settled July we go to a Regatta and the wind increases 
to the point of not being able to sail. 

And so it came to pass that we paid for 5 days racing at Stone S.C. on the 
southern shores of the Blackwater in Essex. There are half a dozen clubs on the 
South shore, but Stone is where one can launch at all states of the tide.  As a 
former wartime air sea rescue base, the concrete ramps have stood the test of 
time at this well organised club.  With camping on site, social events every night, 
good galley and two races every day, the club is very popular.  Indeed after 
Stone week there were the Shearwater Nationals, then the Cherub Nationals, 
followed by Essex dinghy weekend.  Camping on site is free but very crowded, 
and in view of the evening’s junketing, going on ‘till about two or three in the 
morning, not suitable for delicate, cultured and elderly Graduate sailors.   

We camped ten minutes away in the grounds of an organic produce farm and 
this year had the field to ourselves.  A nearby  pub provided decent evening grub 
on four nights, to the point that the table was laid with our favourite wine ready to 
drink.  However we came to sail…… 

Sunday was club racing to help us get the feel of the water. Yes, it was windy 
gusting Force 5 and lumpy. A quick sprint to the first mark and a ducking ensued!  
Anyway Monday was scheduled for the first two races, so we got a good start in 
the Slow Handicap of 31 boats and at the end of the first long beat against the 
tide we were mixing it with the Wayfarers and Lasers.  However the wind 
continued to build to Force 5 again, so after a hairy reach we were not feeling 
happy and joined early retirees on the beach.  After lunch the wind picked up 
even more, so it was cover on and an early wash in the Niagara like showers.   

Tuesday was forecast light winds and sunny … yippee!  So it proved, and we got 
a great result, with a big beat against the strong tide.  After lunch the wind speed 
increased (again) but the beat was with the tide, so we finished overall half way 
down the fleet. Well we had Wednesday, Thursday and Friday to look forward to! 

Wednesday was an off-day from the series races. There were a couple of races 
around the moored ex-Radio Caroline ship, but  these only attracted 12 boats in 
difficult conditions. Thursday and Friday it was gusting 30 knots, so all sailing 
was cancelled  Therefore it was an early pack up and home.  Guess what? 
Saturday was gentle and warm with a 10mph wind in Hemel Hempstead.  

Off days provided opportunities to visit Englands tallest Tudor gatehouse, Layer 
Marney Tower,built in the reign of Henry VIII. Tollesbury at the mouth of the 
Blackwater with a myriad of muddy creeks, and Tiptree the home of Wilkin and 
Sons, with a delightful Jam museum and tea rooms. 



Racing at Broadwater 
 
Results  
Summer series (Pursuit)   Summer series (Handicap) 
1. David Cherrill   1. David Cherrill 
2. Chris Parker   2. David Wiilson 
3. David Wilson   3. Chris Parker 
 
Autumn series (Pursuit)   Autumn series (Handicap) 
1. David Cherrill   1. David Cherrill 
2. Chris Parker   2. Graham Reece 
3. Andrew Cooney   3. Neil Parsloe 
 
Wednesday Evening 
1.  David Wilson 
2.  Andrew Cooney 
3.  Graham Reece 
 
Wednesday Afternoon 
1.  Graham Reece 
2.  Peter Joseph 
3.  Carl Erikson 
 
Solos, Aeros and Lasers generally made up the bulk of the fleets in the regular 
Sunday and Wednesday racing. However our range of other dinghies is what 
makes the racing particularly enjoyable. It was nice to see the Phantoms having a 
greater presence last year.    
King of the retired afternoon brigade, (now famously reported in Yachts and 
Yachting) was the ever-present Graham Reece in his distinctive blue laser. If you 
want to be recruited to the Dad’s Army of Broadwater, they are continuing 
throughout the winter on Wednesday mornings at 11am. Dig out that dry suit if 
you’re brave enough to join them. 
 
Forthcoming notable events 

Race training in May 2018 
For three Saturdays in May, Dave Cherrill and Andy Cooney are running 
some race training for anyone new to racing (or those wanting to get a bit 
higher up the fleet). Put Saturday the 5th, 12th and 19th May into your 
calendars, and please let us know if you intend to come.  

Open meetings : Solos Sunday 11th March, Aeros Saturday 21st April 
All Solo and Aero sailors please make a note of these dates. Talk to class 
captains, Steve Troll / David Cherrill if you want to know more about the 
events. 



 

The last race of the Autumn series sailed on a beautiful November 
morning. 



Above : Flying geese (in formation) of course. 
 
Below :  An ever impressive heron taking to the air.  


